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1 SS Ar I purpoſe in the ſollowing..pa- 
I pers is, to give..a plain and diſtintt 

5 W 1 account, of the ſteps by which I was 
5 $ : | 


* 


led during à courſe of many years, 
933 OS PerſeQion. This I owe. to the ſerious 
part of mankind, thoſe who defire to know. all the 
| truth as it is in ut. And thele only are concerned in 
queſtions of this kind. To theſe 1 would nakedly de- 
clare the thing as it is: endeavouring all along, to ſhew 
from one period to another, both what { thought, and 
2, In the year 1725, being in the twenty - third year 
of my age, I met with 12 Taylor's “ Rule and ex- | 
ereiſes of holy living and dying.” In reading ſeveral 
parts of this book, I was exceedingly affected chat 
part in particular which relates to Purity of Intenfaan. 
Inſtantly 1 reſolved, To dedicate. all my lie io God; 
al my thoughts, and words, and actions; being 
throughly convinced, there was no medium; but that 
every part of my life, (not ſome only) muſt either be a 
1 to God, or myſelf, that is in effeft, 10 the 
vil. | 5 E RET nr th 1 
Can any ferious perſon doubt of this? or ſind a-me- 1 
dium between ſerving God and ſerving the devil? i 
3- In the year 1726, 1 met with Kanpis's Chuftion il 
Pattern, The. nature and extent of Inward Religion, 1 
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to embrace the doftrine of Chriſtian 
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the. religion of the beart, now appeared to me in a 
ſtronger light than ever it had done before. I ſaw, 
that giving even all my life io God, (fuppoling it poſ- 
ſible to do this and go no farther) would profit me no- 
thing, unleſs I gave my heart, yea, all my 2 to him. 
1 faw, that “Simplicity of Intention and Purity of 
Affection,“ one defign in all we ſpeak or do, and one de- 


fire ruling all our tempers, are indeed © the wings of 
the foul,” without which the can never aſcend to the 


mount of God. | 

4. A year or two after, Mr. Law's & Chriſtian Per- 
fection“ and “ Serious Call” were put into my hands. 
Theſe convinced me more than ever, of the abſolute 


impoſſibility) of being half a Chriſtian. And I deter- 


- mined, thro' his grace (the abſolute neceſſity of which 


I was deeply ſenſible of) to be all. devoted to God, to 


give him all my ſoul, my body, and my ſubſtanee. 


Will any conſiderate man fay, that this is carrying * * 


< 


matters too far? Or that any thing / is due to him, 


- who has given himſelf for us, than to give him our- 
fſelbes, all we have, and all we are? | 


5. In the year 1729, 1 began not only to read, but 


* to ſtudy the Bible, as the one, the only ſtandard of 


truth, and the only model of pure religion, Hence 1 
" faw, in a _cleater and clearer light, the indiſpenſable 


necefſfity, of having the mind which was in Chrift, and 


of walking as Chriſt alſo walked : Even of having, not 


ſome part only, but all the mind which was in him, and of 
- walkivg as he walked, not only in many or in moſt re ſpects, 


but in all things. And this was the light wherein at 
this time, I generally conſidered religion, as an unifbrm 
- fFolf6wing of Chriſt, an entire inward and outward con- 


4 


4 


formity 10 our 'maſter. Nor was I afraid of any thing 


more, than of bending this rule to the experience of 
myſelf, or of other men: Of allowing myſelf in any 
the kaſt difconformity to our grand Exemplar. 


. 


6. On January 1, 1733, 1 preached before the Uni- 


- verfity, in St. Mary's church, on the circumeiſion of the 
heart, an account of which I gave in thoſe words, It 


is that habitual diſpoſition of ſoul, which in the ſacred 


writings is termed holineſs, and which directly im- 


-plies, the being cleanſed from fin, from all filthineſs | 
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both of fleſh and ſpirit, and by cobfequentee; the be. 


this is perfection, aud glory, and happineſs: the royal 
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ing endued with thoſe virtues which wert in Ohri ſt Jeſus, 
the being ſo renewed in the image of our mind, as to be 
perfet as our Father in Heaven is perſeck “)“ 
In the ſame ſetmon I obferved, Love is the fuifit- 
ling of the law, the end of the commandment. It is not 
only the firſt and great commend, but all the command» 
ments in one, Whatfoever things are Juſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, i there be any virtue, if there be any 
praiſe, they are all comprifed in this one word, Love. In 


law of heaven and earth is this, Thou falt love the Lord 
thy God with all they heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy firength, The one perfect 
good ſhall be your one ultimate end. One thing ſhall 
ye defire for its own fake, the fruition of him who is 


all in all One happineſs ſhall ye propoſe to your ſouls, | 
even an union with him that made them: the bavi 2 
felldwſarp with the Father and the Son, the being joined 5 -4 


the Lord in one ſpirit, One deſign ye are to purſue to 
the end of time, the enjoyment of God in time and in 
eternity. Defire other Things fo far, as they tend to 
this: love the creature,” 2s it leads to the Creator. 
But in every ſtep you take, be this the glorious pain 
that terminates your view. Let evefy affection, and 
thought, and word, and action, be ſubôrdinate to this. 
Whatever ye deſire or fear, whatever ye ſeek or Mun, 
whatever ye think, ' ſpeak, or do, be it in grdet tg 
your happinefs in God, the ſole end, as well as fourcs: * 
of your being.“ Vcc 
I concluded in thefe words: Here is the 


the perfect law, the circumeifion of the heart. : Q 


— 


the ſpirit return to God that gave it, with: the whole 


— = 


train of its affections —Other Saerifices from us he 
would not, but the living facrifice:-of the heart bath 
he choſerr, Let it be continuaiy offered up to God 
through Chriſt, in flames of holy love. And let no 
creature be ſuffered to ſhare With him: for he is a jaa - 
tous God. His throne will he not divide with anotHer: 
he will reign witkout à rival. Be no defign, no deſire 
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7 admitted there, but a * him for its ultimate ob- 
ject. This is the way wherein thoſe children of God 
once walked, who being dead ſtill ſpeaks to us, De- 
| fire not to live but to praiſe his name: let all your 


thoughts, words, and works tend to his glory.“ Le, 
your Soul be filled with fo entire a love to him, tha 
you may love nothing but for his ſake.” Have a furet 


intention of heart, a ſtedfaſt regard to his g ory in all 
your actions.“ For then, and: not till then, is that 


mind in us, Which was alſo in. Chriſt Jeſus, when in 
every motion of our heart, in every, word of our tongue, 
in every work of our hands, we © purſue nothing but 
in relation to him, and in ſubordination to his plea- 
ſure: When we too neither think, nor ſpeak, nor 
act, to fulfil our own wi#, but the will of hum that ſent 
ws: When, whether we cat, or drink or whatever we do, 
we do it all to the glory + of: God. 3 

It may be — this ſermon was compoſed the 
firſt of all my writings which have been publiſhed. This 
was the view of religion I then had, which even then 
1 ſerupled not to term perſection. This is. the view 1 
haye of it now, without any material addition ar di- 
munition. And what is there here, which any man 
of underſtanding, who believes the Bible, can object to ? 
What can he — without flatly contradicting the 
feripiure? What retrench without taking from the 
word of God? 

7. In the ſame fentiment did my brother and I re- 
main, (with all thoſe young gentlemen in deriſion 
termed Methodiſts) 'till we embarked: for America, in 


the latter end of 1795. It was the next year, while 


I was at Savannah, that I wrote the n lines: 


Is there a thing beneath the ſun, 
That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare? 
Ah tear it thence, and veign alone! 

The Lord of every mation there 


In the beginning of the. year 1738, as I was re- 
torning from thence, the cry of my heart was, 


e EW t O grant 
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0 grant that nothing in my foul : | 3 
May dwell, but thy Feb, love alone / a 
O may thy love pojſeſs me whole, h 


My joy, wy! treaſure, and my 2 | | 


Strange fires lar from my heatt remove: 
M y every act, word, thought, be love 3 


F never heard that any- one obje cted to F And 


indeed who can object ? Is not this the language, not 
only of every believer, but of every one that is truly 
awakened? But what have I wrote to this day, which 


is either ſtronger or plainer? | 


8. In Auguft following [ had a long converſation 


"with Aroin Eradin, in Germany. After he had given 


me an account of his experience, I defired him to 
give me in writing a definition of the full afſurance- of 
Faith, which be did in the following words: 

Requies in fanguine Chriſti: firma fiducia in Deum 
& perſuaſio de gratia divina: tranquillitas mentis ſum- 
ma, atque ferenitas & pax, cum abſentia omnis dekderii 
carnalis, & ceſſatione peccatorum etiam internorum.. 

Repoſe in the blood of Chriſt: a firm confidence in 
God and perſuaſion of his favour: the higheſt trau- 
quillity, ſerenity, and peace of mind, with a deliver- 


ance from every flefhly deſire, pod a (lation of all, even 


inward fins, 
This was the firſt account I ever heard fro a1 
living man, of what I had before learned myſelf from 


the oracles of God, and had been praying for (with 
the litte company 'of * friends] and e for 


ſeveral years. 

9. In 1739, my beotber and 5 publiſhed a vollen 
of * hymns and ſacred poems.“ In many of theſe we 
declared our ſent iments ſtrongly and explicitly, 5 
So p. 24, Turn the full ſtream of nature's tide: 2 

Lei all our actions tend 


To thee, their ſource; thy love the guide, g 


I hy glory be the end. 
| Earth 15 a ſcale to heaven ſhall bes | 
Senſe ſhall point out the road. 
The creatures all ſhall lead to thee, 55 


And all we taſte de God. ; PER 
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Again. Lord arm me with thy Spirit's might, 
Since 1 am cali'd by thy great name: 
In thee my wandering thoughts unite, - 
Of all my works be thou the aim: 
Thy love attend me all my days, 
And my ele bufinefs be thy praiſe. P. 122. 


Aain. Eager for thee I aſk and pant, 
3 So ſtrong the principle divine 
Carries me out with ſweet conſtraint, 
Till all my hatlow'd foul be thine. 
Plung'd in the Godhead's deepeſt fen, 
And loſt in thine immenfity ! P. 125, 


Once more. Heavenly Adam, life divine, 
Change my nature into thine : 
Move and ſpread throughout my ſoul, , | 


+ would be eaſy to cite many more paſſages, to the 
ame effect. But theſe are ſufficient to fhew beyond 


; | eontradition, what our ſentiments then were. x 

Wt. . 0. The firſt tract 1 ever wrote exprefly on this ſub- 

ol jet, was publiſhed in the latter end of this year. 
i That none might be prejudiced before they read ii. I 
01 ve it the indifferent title of © The Character of a 


Mahodiit,” In this 1 deſcrived a perfect Chriſtian, 
placing in the front, Not as tho' J had already attained, 
| Part of it I fubjoin without any alteration, e 

i „% A Meahodift is one who loves the Lord his God 
1 with all his heart, wich all his ſoul, with all his mind, 
lf. and with all his ſtrength. God is the joy of his heart 
* and the deſire of his ſoul, which is continually crying 
out, Whom have I in Heaven but ther, and there is none 
upon Earth whom I defire but ther. My God and my | 
all! Thou art the ſtrength of my heart and my por- | 
tion for ever.” He is therefore happy in God, yea 
always happy, as having in him a well of water, 
ſpringing up mto 3 life, and overflowing his 
ſoul with peace and joy. exſeck loue having now caſt 
out fear, he rejaices evermore. Yea, bis joy is full, and 
all his bones cry out, Blifed be the God and "". 


2. 
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of our Lord Feſus Chrift, who according to his abundant merey 
kath begotten me again, unto a living hope of an inheri- 
ance incorruptible and undefiled, reſerved in heaven for me. 


ee Ard he who bas this hope, thus full of immortality, in 
every thing giveth thanks, as knowing that this (Whatſo- 
ever it is,) is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning him. 
From him therefore he chearfully receives: all, ſaying, 


Good is the will of the Lord: and whether he giveth or tak - 


eth away, equally bing the name of the Lord. Whether in 


eaſe or pain, whether in ſickneſs or health, whether in liſe 
or death, he giveth thanks from the ground of the heart, 
to him who orders it for good; into: whoſe hands he 
hath wholly committed his body and ſoul, as into the 
hands of a faithful Creator, He is therefore anxioully 
careful for nothing, as having caſt all his cave on him that 
careth for im and in all things reſting on him, after 
making his requeſt known to him with thankfſgwoing. 


“ For indeed he prays without ceaſing + At all times 
the language of his heart is this, Unto thee is my 
mouth, though without a voice, and my filence ſpesk- 
eih unto thee.” His heart is lifted up to God at- all 
times and in all places. In this he is never hindered, 
much leſs interrupted, by any perſon br thing! In re- 
tirement or company, in leiſure, buſineſs, or. conver- 
ſation, his heart is ever with the Lord. Whether he 
lie down or riſe up, God is in all his thoughts: He walks 
zith God contir.ually, having the loving eye of: his ſoul 
fixt on him, and every where ſeeing um that is inuiſible. 


„And loving God, he loves his neighbour as humfelf 3 
he loves every man as his own ſoul. He loves his ene- 
mies, yea, and the enemies of God. And if it: be 


not in his power, to do good to them that hate him, 
yet he ceaſes not to pray for them, tho? they ſpurn his 
love and ſtill deffntefully uſe him and perfecute him. 

For he is pure in heart. Love has purified his heart 
from envy, malice, wrath, and every. unkind temper. _ 
It has eleanſed him from pride, whereof only cometh con- 
tention and he hath now put on bowels of mercies, kind. 


ne/s,  kumblenefs 


of mind, meekneſs, long. ſuſfering. And 


indeed all poſſible ground for contention, on his part is 
cut off. For none can take from him what he dehites ; 
Seeing he loves not the world, nor any of the things of nt 


* 
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* 5 But all his defere ig unte Cod, and to-the meh=lunance 
. „ Agreeable to this his one deſire, is the one de- W. 
„ 'fign' of his life, namely, To do not bis econ will, butt the dri 
vill f him that ſent um. His one intention at all times ten 

nA2nudi in all places is, not to pleaſe. himſelf, but bim wi 

Who his ſoul loveth. IIe hath a ſingle Eye. Aud be- foe 


{|  -Eauſe his eye ig jingle, his whole: body ts full of light. Lie Ft 
duk is light, ac when the bright ſhining a candle doth | 
Tg Iniighten the houje. God reigns alone: all that is in the 715 
ſioul is Holineſs to the Lord. There is not a motion in for 
If his heart, but is according to his will, Every thooght tal 
Mat ariſes points tohim, and is in oledience to the law of ve 
ö m 
C |] And the. tree is knowri by its fruits. For as he ſo 
'Y loves God, fo he keeps his comandments : Not only ic 
'Y fome, or moſt of them, but A, from the leaſt to the mo 
5 * greateſt, He is not content to keep the aihole law, and WW ne 
| _-.  ofend in one point, but has in all points a conſcience void of tha 
- offence, toward God and toward man. Whatever God in 
1 | has forbidden he avoids, whatever God has enjoined: ac 
5 he does. - He runs the way of God's commandments, now 
-Hbechathe his heart at liberty, It is his glory and jay fo 
ſio to do: It is his daily crown of rejoicing, to de the A 
Fl * will of God on earth, as it is done in heaven. * WO pe 
5 All the commandments of God he accordingly A 
1 keeps, and that with all his might. For his obedience b4 
1 is in proportion to his love, the ſource from whence. it 3 
5 Bows, And therefore, loving God with all his heart, © 
q þ he ferves him with all his ſtrength. He continually pre- W 
g” - © fents his foul and body @ living ſacriſice, haly, acceptable to p 
1 God Entirely. and without reſerve,. devoting himſelf, m 
iÞ all he has, all he is, io his glory. All the talents fa 
5 he has, he conſtantly employs according to his maſter's: te 
'' 5 will: Every power and faculty. of his ſoul, every mem- I 
i der of his body. | * . 
Ht By conſequence, © whatſoever he doth, i is all to the 0 
bi i glory of God: In all his employments of every kind, by 
1 he not only aims at this {which is implied in having a k 
yt ſingle eye) but aftually attains it; His buſineſs and his 0 
1 refreſhments, as well as his prayers, all ſerve to tbis 1 
g.teat end. Whether he fit: in the hauje-or walk by the bs 
[3:8 | - ; ary: | 
4 5 
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(ur) | 
, whether he lie down-or riſe up, be is premoting 
in all he ſpeaks or does, the one bufinefs of his life. 
Whether he put on his apparet}, or labour, or eat and 
drink, or divert himſelf from too waſting labour, it all 
tends to advance the glory of God, by peate and good- 
will among men. His own invariable rule is this, Mat- 


ſoever ye do in word or deed, do it all in the name of the L 


Jeſus, giving thanks to God even the Father thro' him. 
Nor do the cuſtoms of the world at all hinder his 
running the race winch is ſet before m. He cannot there- 
fore Jay. up. treafures upon earth, no more than he can 
take fire into his boſom, He cannot ent evil of his 


- neighbour, any more than he can lie either for God or: 


man. He cannot utter an unkind word of any one; 
ſor love keeps the door of his lips. He cannot pant. 
idle words: mo corrupt canverſation ever comes out of ls 
mouth ; as is all that is not good, to the | uſe of edifying, 
not fit to waniſter gaace to the hearers, But whe 25 
things are pure, , mhatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever - 
things are juſtly of good report, he thinks, ſpeaks, and 
acts, adorning the docbrine of God our Saviater in all things, 
Thefe are the very words, wherein I largely declared, 
for the firſt time, my fentiments of Chriſtian Perfection: 
And is it not eaſy to fee, 1. That this is the very 
point at which [ aimed allaleng from the year 7237 
And more determinately from the year 1730, when 1 
began to be homo uns lib, a man of one book, re- 
garding none (comparatively) but the bible ? Is it not 
eafy to ſee, 2. That this is the very ſame doftrine,- 
which I believe and teach at this day ? Not adding one 
point either tothat in ward or outward hokneſs, Which 
maiitained fix and twenty yeats ago? And it is the 
ſame, which by the grace of God, I have eontinued to 
teach from that time till now: as will appear to every 
impartial perfon, from the entracts fubjoine# below. 
11. 1 do not know that any writer has made dy 
objection againſt that tract, to bis day. And for ſeme 
time I did not find much oppoſition upon the head, at 
leaſt, not from {erivus perſons. But aſter a time, -& 
cry aroſe, and (What a liule ſurprized me) among re- 
ligious men, who affirmed, not that 1 ſtated Pere ion 
Wong, but what here is 10 — CN 
1 „** a, 


— 
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Nay, and ſell veh emently on my broth er aud me, for- 


Juaſtiß cation by Faith, and careful to-aſccibe the whole 
bl ſalvation to the mere grace of God. But what, moſt 
ſuprized us was, That we are ſaid to “ diſhonour 
Chriſt,“ by aſſerting that he ſaveth to the uttermoſt; by 


2. 1-think it was in the latter end of the year 


ley, if this be all you mean, publiſh it to all the world. 
II any one then gan confute what you ſay, he may have 
| free leave.“ I anſwered, * My Lord, I will,” and ac- 
1 _ corgdingly wrote and publiſhed the ſermon on Chriſtian 
S +l nh | | 
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j ＋ In this I endeavoured to ſhew, 1. In what ſenſe: 
Chriſtians are not, 2. In what ſenſe they are perſeck. 
i 4 1. In what ſenſe they are not: They are not perfect in 
n noroledge. They are not free ſrom ignorance, no nor 
from miſtale. We are no more to expect any living 
wan io be infallible than to be omniſcient. They are 
 * 8 not free, from inſirmities; ſuch as weakneſs or flowneſs 
= okunderſtanding, irregular quickneſs or heavineſs of 


- 


imagination. Such in another kind are, impropriety of 
language, ungracefulneſs of pronunciation, to which 
one might add a thouſand nameleſs defects, either in 
7 - - converſation or behaviour. From ſuch infi:mities as 
7: _theſenone are perfectly freed, till their ſpirit returns 
to God. Neither can we expect till then to be wholly: 
freed from - temptation : for the ſervant is not aboue his 
maſter. .: But neither in this ſenſe is there any adjolute 
Ferfection on earth. There is no Perfection of degrees, 
none which does not admit of a continual increaſe. _. 
II. In what ſenſe then are they perfect? Obſerve, 
we are not now. ſpeak ing of babes in Chriſt, but adult 
Chriſtians, But even babes in Chriſt are ſo far perfect 
as not to commat- fing This St. John affirms expreſſly: 
and it cannot be diſpioved by the examples of * _ 
& | Eg 7 en 


..# 


an attack ;from theſe: eſpecially as we were clear on 


maintaining, He will reign in our hearts alone, and ſub - 
due all things to himfelf! o 5 


a 1740, that I had a converſation with Dr. Gibſon, then 
$1 Biſhop of London, at Whitehall He aſked me, What I 
maant by Perfection ? 1 told him without any diſguiſe or 
Ul: _ reſerve, When | ceaſed fpeaking, he ſaid, Mr. Wef- 


ſeven timesa day? It does not. Indeed it ſays, A juft _ 


| by difſembling, Paul by his ſharp contenſion with Barnabas.” 


Teſtament. For what if the holieſt ofthe aritieft fes, ! 
did /ometimes commit f in] We cannot infer ſtom Meg Lf _ 
that © all Chriſtians do and muſt commit fn as long _ 
as they live.. n 4 STOR dn; —_ 
But does not the ſcripture ſay, A juſt man ſinneth 


* 


man fallethi ſeven times. But this is quit another m_ 
For, firſt, the wordsa day are not in the text, Second. 
ly, here is no mention of falling into ſin at all, What 
is here mentioned is, falling into temporal affliction, 

« But elſewhere Solomon ſays, There 15 no man that 
ſinnethi not.“ Doubtleſs thus it was in the days of So- 
lomon : yea, and from Solomon to Chriſt there Was 
then no man that ſinned not.” But whatever was the 
caſe of thoſe under the law, we may ſafely affirm with 
St, John, that ſince the goſpel was given, he that is born 

* God finneth not. | | ae i ng. = 
of God ſenneth not. | | | os 

The privileges of Chriſtians are in no wiſe to. be 
meaſured, by what the Old Teſtament records concern- 
ing thoſe who were under the Jeu difpenfation : 
ſeeing the ſulneſs of time ig now cone; the Holy Ghoſt "is 
now given; the great ſalvation of God is now brought _ 
io men by the revelation of Jeſus Chnſt, The kingdom 
of heaven is now ſet up on earth, concerning which 
the ſpirit of God declared of old time, (fo far is David 
from being the pattern or ſtandard of Chriſtian Per- 
fection] He that is feeble among them at that day frat! 
be as David, and the houſe of David fall be as the angel of 
the Lord before them, Zech. xii, 8. ITE INT TH 

„But the Apoſtles themſelves committed in, Peter 
Suppoſe- they did, will you argue thus: if two of the 
Apoſtles once committed fin, then all other Chriſtians in 
all ages, do and muſt commit ſin as long as they live? 
Nay, God forbid we ſhould thus ſpeak. No neceſſity 
of fn was laid upon them: the grace of God was ſurely 
iuthcient for them. And it is ſufficient for us at this 
day. 5 f „ 
But St, James ſays, In many things we offend all.“ True 3 
but who are the perſons here ſpokenof ?* Why thoſe 
many maſters or teachers whom God had not ſent: 
voi the apoſtle himſelf nor any real Chriſtiag. That 


in 


0 1 
1 „ 
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in the word we (uſed hari figure of ſpeech, common 
in all other, as well as the inſpired writings) the apoſtle 
.could not poſſibly include himſelf, or any other true 
believer, appears, firſt from the ninth verſe, Therewith 
Hie we God, andtherewith curſe We wen. Surely not 
we apoſilzs! Not we believers! Secondly, from the 
Words preceding the text: My brethern, be not many 
"maſters or teachers, knowing that we ſhall receive the Kean 
condemnation, For in many things we offend- all. We! 
Who? Not the apoſtles. nor true believers, but SY 
who were to receive the greater condemnation, becauſe 
thoſe many offences. Nay, thirdly, the verſe itſelf 
proves, that we offend all cannot be ſpoken either. of all 
men, or of all 'Chriſtians, For in it immediately fol- 
los the mention of a man Who offends nel, as the we 
Hrſt mentioned did: fram whcm therefore he is proſeſ. 
ſedly contradiſtinguiſhed, and Pagen a perſec, 
man. 

« But St John himſelf ſays, If we fay that we have 
no fin, we decerwe ourſelves. And, if we fay we have not fe nned, 
ze make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
Lanſwer, 1. The tenth. verſe fixes the ſenſe of the 
eighth: If we ſay we have no fin in the former, being 
explained by If we ſay we have not ſinned, in the latter 
verſe : 2. The point under confideration is not, whether | 
we have or have not ſinned.heretofore » and neither of 
alieſc verſes aſſerts, that we do fin or commit ſin now: 
3- The ninth verſe explains both the eighth and tenth, 
If we confeſs our fans, he is trathful and guſt, to forgive our 
fins, and to cleanſe us ; from all e As if he had 
ſaid, I have before affirmed, The blood of- Clift cleanfeth 
from all jm. And no man can ſay, I necd it not: 
have no fin to be cleanſed from. If we. ſay we 
have no fm, that we have not ſenned, we deceive. our ſelves, 
and make God a liar, But if we confeſs our fins, he 
faithful and juſt, not only to forgive us our ſins, but alſo to 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs, that we may go and 
in no more. In conformity therefore both to the doe- 

trine of St, Jon, and the whole tenor of the New 
Teſtament, we fix this Concluſion, A Chriſtian i is ſo far 
pei leQ as not to commit fin, - _ 

Tbis 
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le This is the glorious privilege of every Chriſtian, yea; 
rue tho* he be but a babe in Chriſt. But it is only of grown 
oth Chriſtians it can be affirmed, they are in ſuch a ſenſe © . 
not perfect, as ſecondly, to be ſreed from evil. thoughts. 
the and evil tempers. Firſt, from evil or ſinful thoughts: 

any Indeed whence ſhould they ſpring ? Out of the heart of 
ale man, if at all; proceed evil thoughts; If therefore the heart 

61 be no longerevil, then evil thoughts no longer proceed 

we out of it. Por @ good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit. © 

4 And as they are freed from evil thoughts, fo likewiſe 
ſelf from evit tempers. Every one of theſe can ſay with St. 
l Paul, I am cruafied with Chrift : nevertheleſs I live yet not _ 
Fo J, but Ckriſt tveth in me words that manifeſtly. deſcribe 


a deliverance from inward, as well as from outward fin; 
feb.” This is expreſt both negatively, I hue not; my evil na» 
eck ture, the body of fin is deſtroyed : and poſitively, CAriſt 

"= liveih in me, and therefore all that is holy, and juſt, and 
3 good. Indeed both theſe, Chrift liveth in me, and 1 lde 


ned, not, are inſeparably connected. For what communion 
hath light with darkneſs, or Chriſt with Belial ? 
the He therefore who hveth in theſe Chriſtians, hath pn. 
eing riſted their hearts by fatth inſomuch that every one that 
iter has Chifſt in him, the Rope of glory, puriſteth himſelf even 
her 4e is pure. He is purified from pride: for Chriſt was 
is of lowly in heart. He is pure from defire and ſelf-will: 
8 for Chriſt deſired only to do the will of his father. 
0 And he is pure from anger, in the common ſenſe of the 
our word; for Chriſt was meek and gentle. I ſay, in the 
A common ſenſe of the word: for he is angry at fin, While 
52 he is grieved for the ſinner. He feels a diſplicency at 
every offence againſt God, but only tender compaſſion 
„ we to the offender. e | 1 
3 | Thus doth Jeſus ſave his people from their ſins, not 
he is | only from outward fins, but from the fins of their 
fo to | hearts.“ True, ſay. fome, but not till death, not in 


. this world.“ Nay, St. John ſays, Herein ig our love 
doc- made perfect, that we may have boldneſs in tue day of 
New Judgment, becauſe as he is, ſo are we in this world, The 
0 fax apoſtle here, beyond all contradiction, ſpeaks of * 


* 
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ſelf and other living Chriſtians, of whom he flatly af. V 
* Armas, that not only at or after death, but in this world 2 
> they are « ther mafier. | PER $24 1 

_ ExaRlly-agreeable to this are his words in the firſt 

+ chapter: God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all. I 
I. we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowihy 
one wilh another, and the blood of Feſus Chriſt has fon cleanſeth 

us from all n. And again: Vue confeſs our fins, he is 

Jaithiſul and juſt to forgive us cur fans, and to cleanſe us from 

all unriglteouſneſ. Now it is evident, the apoſtle here 

ipeaks of a deliverance wzought in this world. For he 

''® ſaith not, The blood of Chriſt will cleanſe, (at the hour 
| 3 of death, or in the day of judgment) but it cleanſeth at 
©. the time preſent, us living Chriſtians, from all fn, And 
1 it 15 equally evident, that if any fin remain, we are not 
cleanſed from ail fin. If any unrighteouſneſs remain in 

the ſoul, it is not cleanſed from all unrighteouſneſs. 

Neither let any fay, that this relates to juſtification only, 

+ or the cleanſing us from the guilt of fin : firſt, becauſe 
* * this is confounding together what the apoſtle clearly 
*S cliſtinguiſhes, who mentions firlt, ts ſorgire us cur fins, 
and then, to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs: ſe. 
cendly. becauſe this is aſſerting juſtification by works 
: in ihe ſtrongeſt ſenſe poſſible : it is making all inward, 
1 as well as all outward holineſs, neceſſarily previous to 
1 juſtification. For if the cleanſing here ſpoken of is no 
13 other than the cleanſing us from the guilt of ſin, then 

| we are not cleanſed from guilt, that is, not juſtified, un- 
jeſs on condition of walking inthe light as he is in the 
light. It remains then, that Chriſtians are ſaved in this 
world from all fan, from all unrighteouſnefs : that they 
are now in ſuch a ſenſe perfect as not to commit fin, and 

io be {reed from evil thoughts and eviltempers. 

It could not be, but that a. diſcourſe of this kind, 
which directly contradicted the favourite opinion of 
many, who were eſteemed by others, and . poſſibly 
eſteemed themſelves ſome of the beſt of Chriſtians, 
{whereas if theſe things were fo, they were not Chril- 
tians at all) ſhould give no ſmall offence. Many an- 
ſwers or animadverſions therefore were expected: but! 

wa 
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was agreeably diſappointed, 1 do not know that. any 


appeared: ſo I went quietly an my way. 5 
13. Not long after, I thiuk in the ſpring, 1741, we 
publiſhed a ſecond volume of hyrpns. As the dottrine 
was ſtill much miſunderſtood, and conſequently miſ- 
repreſented, I judged it needſul to explain yet farther 
upon the — 
as follows: | 
* This great gift of God, the ſalvation of our fouls 


is no otter, than the image of God freſh ſtamped on 
our hearts, It is a renewal in the ſpirit of our minds, 


after the likeneſs, of him that created them, God bath now 


laid the ax unto the root of the tree, punfying ther hearts 
% faith, and © cleanſing all the thoughts of their hearts 
by the inſpiration of his toly. ſpuit.” Having this 


hope, that they ſhall ſee God 3s he is, they purify them- 


Jeloes even as he is pure, and are holy, as he that hath called 
converſation. . Not that they. 


them is holy, in all manner of 


„which was. done in the preface to it, 


2 


« 
. 


have already attained all that they ſhall attain, ether are - ; 


aready (in this ſenſe) perfet. But they daily gs on from. 


7 


9 or to glory, by the ſpirit of the Lord. 


/rength to ſtrength ; beholding now, as in a glass, the glory.” 
of the Lord, they are changed into the ſame image, from 


And where the. ſpirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty, 


wch liberty, from. the law of fin and death, as the chil- - 


ren Gf this world will not believe, tho' a man declare 
it unto them. 


The Son hath made them free who are thus 


born of Gerd, from that great roat of hin and bitierneſs, 


Pride. They feel that all their ſuſſiciency is of Gd, 


that it is he alone who is in all their thoughts, and wark- 


eh in them both to will and to do of lus good f legſure, 


They feel, that it is not they that ſpear, but the pit of 
taeir father v ſpraketh in them, and that what- 
ſoever is done by their hands, th: Father who is in them, 
hz oth the works. So that God is to them all in all, 
and they are nothing in his ſfight.' They are freed 
from Self will, as deſiring nothing but the holy, and 
perfect will of God: not ſupplies in want, not * caſe 


B 3 | in 


_ 


This is two ftrozg. Our Lord himſelf. deſired eaſe in Pains 
He akcd for it, only wich refigraton : Net as 1 ci, 1 deſue, bt 


& ibs wilt. 
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"LY pain, not life, or death, or any creature, but con- 


tinually crying in their inmoſt ſoul, © Father, thy will 


be done.“ They are freed from Evil Thoughts, ſo that 


they cannot enter into them, no not for a moment, 
A foretime when an evil thought came in, they looked 


up and it vaniſhed away. But now it does not come 
in, there being no room for this, in a foul which is 
full of God. They are freed from Manderings in 


prayer. Whenſoever they pour out their hearts in a 
more immediate manner before God, they have * no 


thought of any thing paſt, or abſent, or to come; but 


of God alone. -In times paſt, they had wandering 
thoughts darted in, which yet fled away like ſmoke : 
but now that ſmoke does not rife at all, They- have 
no Fear or Doubt, either as to their ſtate in general, or 
as to any F particular action. The unction from the. Holy 
One teacheth ꝗ them every hour, what they ſhall do, 
and what they ſhall ſpeak. Nor therefore have they 
any 5 need to veaſon concerning it. They are in one 


enſe freed from Temptations : for tho' numberleſs temp- 


tations fly about them, yet they || trouble them not. 
At all times their ſouls are even and calm, their hearts 
are ſteadfaſt and unmoveable. Their peace, flowing as a 
river, pajſeth all underſtanding, and they rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory, For“ they are fealed by the 


* hint unto the day of redemption, having the witneſs in 


themſelves, that there is laid up for them a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord will give them in that day. 


Not that every one is a child of the devil, till he | 
is thus renewed in love. On the contrary, whoever 


has a ſare confidence in God, that thre' the merits of 
Chriſt, his fins are forgiven,” he is a child of God, 
and if he abide in him, an heir of all the promiſes. 


— Neither 


* This is far too ſtrong, See that ſermon on Wandering 
Theuo bes. | | 

+ Frequently this is the caſe; but only fr a time, 

+ For a time it may be ſo: but not always. 
S Sometimes they have no need: at other times they have; 

|| Sometimes they do not; at other times they do, and that grie- 
youſly. ; gt. | | 

Not all who are ſaved from fn; many of them have not at- 
taincd. it yet. LS 
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Neither ought he in any wiſe to caſt away his confidencs | 


or to deny the faith he has received, becauſe it is Weßk, 
or becauſe it is tried with fire, fo that his ſoul is in hea- 
vinefs through manifold. temptations. 1G rages | 


* Neither dare we affirm, as fome have done, that 
all this ſalvation is given at once. There is indeed an 
in ſtantaneous (as well as a graduat) work of God in bis 


children: ana there wants not, we know, a cloud of 
witneſſes, who have received, in ene moment, either a 

clear ſenſe of the forgiveneſs of their fins, or the abiding 
witneſs of the Holy Spirit. But we de not knows 

lingle inſtance, in any place, of a perſon's receiving in 

one and tie ſame moment, remiſſion of ſins, the abiding 


. witneſs of the ſpirit, and a new, a elean heart. 


Indeed how God may work, we cannot tell: But the 
general manner wherein he does work is this; thofe 
who once truſted. in themſelves, that they were righte- 
ous, that they were rich, and increaſe! in goods, and had 
need of nothing, are by the ſpirit of God applying his 
word, convinced that they are poor and naked. All 
the things that they have done are brought ro their res. 
membrance, and ſet in array beſore them, ſo that they 
ſee the wrath of God: hanging over their heads, and 
tee! that they deſerve the damnation of hell. In their 
trouble they cry unto the Lord, and he ſhews them 
inat he hath taken-away their fins, and opens the 
kingdom of heaven in their hearts; 7ighleonfneſs, and 
feace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Sorrow and pain are 
filed away, and fin has no more dominion over them 
Knowing they are juſtiſed freely thro' faith in his blood, 
they have peace with God thro Jeſus Chrift ; they rejoice 
in hope of the glry of Ged, and the love of God is. fed 
abroad in their hearts. | 8 1 
_ ®* In this peace they remain for days, or weeks, or 
months, and commonly ſuppoſe, they ſhall not know 
war any more: till ſome of their old enemies, their 
boſom fins, or the fin which did moſt eaſily beſet them, 
(perhaps anger or deſire) aſſault them again, and thruft 
fore at them that they may fall. Then ariſes ſear, that 
they ſhall not endure to the end, and often doubt, 
whether God has not forgotten them, or Whether they 
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did not deceive themſelves, in thinking their ins were? 
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6.) 
forgiven, Under theſe clouds, eſpecially if they rea- 
ſon with the devil, they go morunzng al! the day long. 
But it is ſeldom long be fore their Lord anſwers for him. 


| ſelf, ſending them the .Holy Ghoſt to comfort them, to 


bear witneſs continually with their ſpirits, that they are 
the children of God. Then they.arc indeed meet and 
gentle and tæachable, even as a little child, And now 
*firſt do they ſee the ground of their heart, which God 
before would not diſcloſe unto them, leſt the ſoul 


- ſhould fail before him, and the ſpirit which he had 
made. Now they ſee all the hidden abominations 


there, the depths of pride, ſelf-will and hell: yet 
having the witneſs in themſelveſs, Thou art an heir of 
God, a joint-heii with Chriſt, even in the midſt of 
this fiery trial, which continually beightens both the 
ftrong ſenſe they then have, of their inability to help 
themſelves, and the inexpreſſible hunger they feel after 
a full renewal in his image, in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. Then God is mindful of the dehire of them 
thai fear bim, and gives them a ſingle eye, and a pure 
heart: he ſtamps upon them his own image and ſuper- 
lcription: he createth them anew: in Chriſt Jeſus : he 
cometh unto. them with his Son and Bleſſed Spirit, and 
fixing his abode in their ſouls, bringeth them into the 
reſt which remaneth for tlie people of God.”” | 


Here I cannot but remark, 1. That this is the 


ſtrongeſt account we ever gave of Chriſtian, Perfection; 


indeed too ſtrong in more than one particular, as is ob- 
ſerved in the notes annexed: 2. That there is nothing 
which we have fince advanced upon the ſubject, 
either in verſe or proſe, which is not either directly or 


indirectly contained in this preface. So that whether 


our preſent doctrine be right ar wrong, it is however 
the ſame which we taught from the beginning. | 

14; 1 need not give additional proofs of this, by 
mult:plying quotations [rom the volume itſelf, It may 
ſuffice, to cite part of one hymn only, the laſt in thar 


Lord, 


volume. 


* Is it not aſtoniſhing, that while this book is extant, which 
was publiſhed four and twenty years ago, any one ſhould face me 


down, That this is a new do@tine and what 1 never taught 


before, . | | 


| Thi bliſs thou hath for me prepar'd - 
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4 Lord, I believe a reſt remains 


To all thy people known, 


A reſt, were hure enjoyment reigns, 


And thou art ud alone: | 
A reft were all our ſoul's defire 

Is fixt on things above: TEE 
Where doubt, and pain, and fear expire, 


Caaſt out by perfeci love. 


From every evil motion freed 
(The fon hath made us free) 
On all the power's of hell we tread 
In glorious liberty. | | 
Safe in the way of life, above 
Death, earth and hell we riſe : 
We find, when perfeGed in love, 
Our long-fought Paradiſe. | 
O that I now the reft might know, 
Believe and enter in!! 8 
Nom, Saviour nam, the power be ſtow, 
And let me ceaſe from fin! 


Remove this hardneſs from my heart; 


This unbelief remove: 
To me the reſt of faithimpart, 
The ſabbath of thy love. 


Come, O my Saviour, come away! 


Into my Soul deſcend! 
No longer from thy creature ſtay, 
My author and my end. 
No longer be delay'd : * 
Come, my exceeding great reward, 
For whom I firſt was made. 
Come Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
And ſeal me thine abode! 
Let all I am in thee be loſt : 
Let all be loſt in God! 


E 
* 


Can any thing be more clear, than 2. That here alſo 
18 as full and high a ſalvation as we have ever fpoken of 7 
2. That this is fpoken of, as receivableby mere faith, 
and as hindred only by unbelief ? a 
and conſequently the ſalvation which it brings, 18 


9. That this faith, 
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ſpoken of as given in an inſtant ? 4. That it is ſuppoſed 


that inſtant may be now : that we need noi ſtay another 
moment: that now, the very now, 1s the accepted tame ! 
Now ts the day of this full ſalvation ! And, laſtly, that, 
if any ſpeak otherwiſe, he is the perſon that brings new 
doctrine among us? ee ne 

15. About: à year after, namely in the year 1742, 
we. publiſhed another volume of hymns. The dilpute 
being now at the height, we ſpoke upon the head more 
largely than ever before. Accordingly abundance of 
the hymns in this volume treat expreisly on the ſubject. 


Aud ſo does the preface, which as it is ſhort, it may 


not be.amiſs to inlert entire. 8 k. | 

* 1, Perhaps the general prejudice againſt Chriſtian 
Perfection, may chiefly ariſe from a miſapprehenſion 
of the nature of it. We willingly allow, and conti- 
nually declare, there is no fuch perfection in this life, as- 


iüimplies either a diſpenſation from doing good, and at- 


tending all the ordinances of God, or a freedom from 
ignorance, miſtake, temptation, and a thouſand infirmi- 
ties neceſſarily: connected with fleſh and blood 

* 2, Firſt, we not only allow, but earneſtly con- 
tend, that there is no Perfection in this life, Which im- 
plies any diſpenſation from attending all the ordinances 
of God, or from doing good unto all men, while we have 
time, tho' /pecially unto the hof of faith. We believe, 
that not only the babes in Chriſt, Who have newly 
found redemption in his blood, but thoſe alſo who ars 
grown up into perfect men, are indiſpenſibly obliged, as 
often as they have opportunity, to eat bread and drink 
wine in rememberance of Him, and to fearch the ſcriptures : 
by faſting, as well as temperance, io keep therr bodies 


under, and bring them into ſubjection and above all, to 


pour out their ſouls in prayer, both ſecretly, and in the 
great congregation. = © + a 

g We ſecondly believe, that there is no ſuch per- 
felon in this life, as implies an entire deliverance, ei- 
ther from ignorance, or miſtake, in things not eſſential 
to ſalvation, or from manifold temptations, or from num- 
berleſs infirmities, wherewith the corruptible body more 
or leſs preſſes down the ſoul. We cannot find any 


ground in ſcripture to- ſuppoſe, that any inhabitant of 


an 


. — r As 


— 


1 5 
an houſe of clay, is wholly exempt, either from bodily 
infirmities, or from ignorance of many things; or ts 
imagine any is incapable of miſtake, or falling into 
divers tempiationgs e 
4. But whom then do you mean by one that is perfet 
We mean one in whom it the mind which was in Chriſt, 
and who ſo wallethi as Chriſt walked: a man that hat 
clean hands and a pure heart, or that is cleanſed from all 
fe thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit: one in whom is no occafeon of _ 
flumbling, and who accordingly dcth not commit ſin. To 
declare this a little more particularly: we underſtand by 
that ſcriptural expreſſion, . a perfect man, one in whom 
God hath fulfilled his faithful word, From all your filthi- 
neſs and from all your idols I will cleanſe you + I will alſo 
fave you from all your uncleanneſſes. We underſtand here-' 
by, one whom God hath jan&ifed throughout,. in body, 
foul, and ſpirit: one who walketh in the light as he is in the 
lizht, in whom is no darkneſs at all ; the blood of Jeſus Chrift 
has fon, having cleanſed him from all ſin. . 
5. This man can now teſtify. to all mankind, Tam 
crucified with Chriſt: nevertheleſs I lwve; yet not I, but 
Cheriſt liveti in me. He is, koly as God who called him is 
holy, both in heart and in all manner of converſation. He 
lovet the Lord xis God with all. his heart and ſerveth him 
with al Ins flrength. He loveth his neighbour, every man, 
as ſumſelf ; yen, as Chriſt loveth us: them in particular, 
that deſputefully uſe him and perfecute him," becauſe they know 
not the fon neither the father. Indeed his foul is all love, 
filed with bewels cf mercies, kindneſs, meekneſs, gentleneſs, 
long-ſufering, And his life agreeth thereto, full of the 
work of Faith, the patience of hope, the labour of love. And 
watjverer ne doth either in word or deed, he doth it all in 
the name, in the love and power of the Lord Jeſus, In 
: word, he doth the will of God on eartli, as it is done in 
even, . 7 
* 6, This it is tobe a perfect man, to be ſanctiſied 
| throughout : even “ to have a heart ſo all-flaming with 
| the love of God, (to uſe archbiſhop 'Uſker's words) as 
continually to offer up every thought, word and work, 
as a ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable to God through 
Chriſt.” In every thought of our hearts, in every word 
of our tongues, in every work of our hands, to ſhew forth his 


praife, © 
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praife, lis hath called us out of darkneſs into his maroellous 
light, O chat both we, and all who ſeek the Lord 
Jeſus in ſincerity, may thus be made ferfeft in one! 
This is the doctrine which we preached from the be- 


ginning, and which we preach this day, Indeed by 
viewing it in every point of light, and comparing it 


again and again, with the word of God on the one 
hand, and the experience of the Children of God on 
the other, we ſaw farther into the nature and proper- 
ties of Chriſtian perfection. But ſtill there is no con- 
trariety at all, between our firlt and our laſt ſentiments, 
Our firſt, conception of it was, 1t“is to have the mind 
whach was in Chriſt, and to walk as he walked : to have 
all the mind that was in him, and always to walk as he 
walked. In other words, to be inwardly and outwardly 
devoted to God; all devoted in heart and life. And 
we have the ſame conception of it now, without either 


addition or diminution. 


16. The hymns concerning it in this volume are too 
numerous to tranſcribe; I ſhall only cite a part of 
three. 5 | : 


H. $0..Savieur ſrom in, | wait to prove 
That Jeſus is thy healing name: 
To loſe, when perfected in love, 
Wpate'er. I have, or can, or am: 
I ſtay me on thy faithful word, 
The ſervant ſhall be as his Lord. 


Anſwer that gracious end in me 
For which thy precious life was given: 
Redeem from ail iniquity, 

Reſtore and make me meet for heaven: 
Unlefs thou purge my every ſtain, 
Thy ſuffering and my faith is vain. 


* Didſt thou not die, that I might live 
No longer to myſelf, but Thee ? 
'Mizht body, foul, and ſpirit give 
To Him whogave himſelf for me? 
Come then, my Maſter and my God, 
Take the dear purchale of thy blood. 3 
| | ; y 


8 J, 
Thy own peculiar ſervant claim, f 
For thy on truth and mercy's ſake”: 
Hallow in me thy glorious name:: 
Me for thine own this moment take DG 
And change and throughly purify : 
Thine only may I live and die. 


p. 258. Choſe from the world if now 3 
Adorn'd with righteouſneſs — : : 
If brought into the promis'd land 
I juſtly call the Saviour mine: 
Thy la ies eee pour 2 1 
To quench my thix 
Now, Saviour, let the gracious ſhowet 
Deſcend, and make me 2. from je fe r. 
Purge me from every ſenful bi 
My idols all be caſt aſide: b 
Cleanſe me from epery evil thougſii, 
From all the filth of {elf — pride, 
The hatred of the carnal mind 
Out of my fleſh at once remove: 
Give me a tender heart, reſign'd, 2 5 
And pure, and full of faith and love. 
© that I naw from fin releas'd d 
Thy word might to the utmoſt 1 : 
Enter into thy promis'd reſt! ' 
The Canaan of thy pes ſect love? 


Now let me gain Perſection's hei 


. 


ght ! 1 


. 


Noꝛu let me into nothing fall; Oy = 1 


Be leſs. than nothing in my ght, 
And feel that Chriſt is all in Wilen 


Is perfe& i inthedouls 45s 
Ris heart is pure wh ſees thy Face, | 
His ſpirit is made Whole. ＋ 


From every fi fickneſs by thy word, v2 
From every foul- diſcaſe 
Sav'd, ay to perfett health reſtor'd, 
To pere 2 4 ty a wo | 


and atk me clean: 


. 298. Lord, 1 believe, thy work of grace _—_— 7 
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He walks in glorious liberty, 
To fin entirely dead: 
The Truth, hes Son hath made him free, 
_ Andheis free indeed. 
Throughout his foul. thy glories ſhine, 
His ſoul is ail renemw'd, 
And deck'd in righteouſneſs divine, 
And cloath'd and fd with God. 
This is the reſt, the life, the peace, 
Which all thy people prove: 
Lovei is the bond of perfectneſs, 
And all their ſoul is love. 
O joy ful ſound of goſpel-· grace! 
Chriſt ſhallin me 7, "gh 
IJ, even I ſhall ſee his face ; 
I ſhall be holy here! 
He viſits now the bouſe of clay: 
He ſhakes his future home, 
O wou'dſt thou, Lord, on this glad 1 
Anto thy temple come! 
Come, O my God, thyſelf reveal, 
Fill all this mighty void! 
Thou only canſt my ſpirit fill; 
Come, O my God, my God! 
Fulkil, fulfil my large deſires, 
| Large as infinity! 
Give, give me all my foul requires, 
All, all that is in thee! 


17. On Monday, June 25, 1744, our firſt confe 
rence began, ſix clergymen, and all our preachers be 
ing preſent. The next morning we ſeriouſly conf 
dered the doctrine of Sandctification or Perfection. 
The que ſtions aſked concerning it, and the ſubſtanc: 
of the anſwers given were as follows : © bo 

Q. What is it to be fanctiſied? 

A. To be renewed in the image of God, in in right 


_ oufneſs and true holineſs. 


L. What is implied in being a perſect Chriſtian ? 
A. The loving God with all our n and mind, 
adg ſoul, Deut. vi. 5. 
: Q. Doe 
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ection. 
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C. Does this imply, that all inward ſin is taken 
away ? SA 5 

4 Undoubtedly : or how can we be ſaid to be ſau- 
ed from all our uncleannefs ? Ezek. 36. 5 

Our ſecond confe: ence began Aug. 1, 1745. The 
next morning we ſpoke of Sanctification, as follows: 

0. When does inward ſanctification begin ? 

A, In the moment' a-man is juſtified. Yet fin re- 
mains in him, yea the ſeed of fin, till he is /andlifad. 
throughout. From that time a+ believer gradually dies 
tolin, and grows in grace. 5 | 
Le. Is this ordinarily given 'till a little before death? 

A. It is not to thole who expect it no founer. 

. But may we expett it ſooner? 8 

A. Why not? For altho' we grant, 1. That the ge- 
neral':y of believers whom we have hitherto known, 


were not ſo ſanctified 'till near death: 2. That few of 


thoſe to whom St. Paul wrote his epiſtles, were ſo at 
that time: nor 3. He himſelf at the time of his writ- 
ing his former epiſtles: yet all thie does not prove, 
that we may not be ſo to. day. „„ 
Q. In what manner ſhould we preach ſanctificationt 
A. Scarce at all to thoſe who are not preſſing ſor- 


ward: to thoſe who are, always by way of promiſe; 


always drawing, rather than driving. 8 
Our third conference began Tueſday, May 26, 1746. 
In this we carefully read over he minutes of the two 
preceding conferences, to obſerve whether any thing 
contained therein might be retrenched or altered gu 
more mature conſideration. But we did not ſee cauſe 


| toalter in any reſpe& what we had agreed upon before. 


Our fourth conference began on Tueſday, June the 
16th, 1747, As ſeveral perſons were preſent, who did 
not believe the doctrine of perfection, we agreed to- 
examine it from the foundation. 1+ 
In order to this, it was aſked | 8 
How much is allowed by qur brethren who dif- 
fer from us, with regard to entire ſanctification?ꝰ 

A. They grant, 1. That every one mult be entirely 


«6 


ſanctified in the article of death: 2. That 'till then a 
believer dail y grows in grace, comes nearer and nearer 
C 2 3 
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to perſetion : 3. That we ought tobe continually prel. 
fing after it, and to exhort all others ſo to do. 
YU. What do weallow them? _ PD 
A. We grant, 1. That many of thoſe who hay 
died in the faith, yea, the greater part of thoſe ve 
have known, were not perlected in love, till a little be. 
fore their death: 2. That the term /andified, is con. 
tinually applied by St. Paul, to all.that were jultifed: 
3. That by-this Term alone, he rarely, if ever, mean 
Saved from all ſin:“ 4. That conſequently it is nd 
proper to uſe it in that ſenſe, without adding the word 
reel, entirely, or the like: 5. That the inſpired writen 
almoſt continually ſpeak of or to thoſe who were juſt 
fied, but very rarely of or to thoſe who were wholl 
ſanctified : 6, That conſequently it behoves us tv 
Tpeak almoſt continually of the ſtate of juſtification; 
but more rarely, © at leaſt {I in full and explicit term, 
concerning entite ſanRification,” = - 
L. What then is the point where we divide? 
Ai. It is this: ſhould we expect to be ſaved from al 
en before the article of death? 
_ Q. Is there any clear ſcripture -promi/e of this, That 
God will fave us from all fin ? * | | | 
A. There is, P/al, cxxx. 8. Ile ſual redeem Ijras 
from all his fins, _ " Sy 
_ This is more largely expreſt in the prophecy of E 
Riel; Then will I fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fal 
be clean : from all your filthine/s and from all your idols wil 
I clean e you will al o ſave you from all your unclean: 
neſſes, chap. xkxvi. ver, 25. 29. No promiſe can be 
mGre clear. And to this the apoſtle plainly reſersin 
that exhortation, Having theſe promiſes, let us clean ſe out 
Heloes from all filthine s «f He and ſpirit, perfecting holun! 
in the fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1, Equally: clear ane 
expreſs is that antient promiſe, The Lord thy God wih 
circumciſe thy heart, and the heart of thy Jeed, to Lot tht 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy ov 
„„ Det. £ 
W | Q. But 


a . 1 That is, unto thoſe alone, excluſive of others : but they ſpeak 
#+40 them, jointly with others almoſt continually. 


0 o 


More rarely I allow ; but yet in ſome places very frequent) 


© flrongly, andexplicitly. , 


629) 
y prel. 
in the New Teſtament ? 


A. There does, and that laid down. in the plaineſt 


have terms. So I John 111. 8. For this purpoſe, the Son of 


fe we 


le be. Cod was manifeſted, that he might dejIroy the works of the 


& Fon: devil the works of the devil, without any limitation or 


Lied: reſtriction: but, 1] fin is he work of the devil. Parallel 


to which is the aſſertion of St. Paul, Eph. v. 25-27, 


1100 Chriſt loved the church and gave him, 6 for it, — that he 
Wort mig it preſent it to hamſelf a gloric us church, not having ſpot: 
5e or wrinkle, or any ſuch. thing, but that it miglit be holy and 
> Juſt without bum ff. 
vholl And to the ſame effect is his aſſertion in the eighth 
U of the Romans, ver. 3, 4. God ſent his ſon that the righ- 
40105 teou/ne /s of the lau might be fulfilled in us, who BY: not . 
test the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. 
6 EO 0. Does the New. Teitament afford any ' Farther: 
) ground for expecting to be ſaved from all fin? 
FO A. Undoubtedly it does, both in thoſe prayers and 
WH commands, which are equivalent to the ſtrongeſt als 
That ſertions. % 
+ . What prayers:do you mean? 
That A. Prayers for entire Sanctification, which, were 
bhere no ſuch thing, would be mere mockery ; of God. 
of Eu uch in particular are, . Deliver us from evil. Now 


ye , when this is done, when we are delivered from all exil, 
there can be no fin remaining. 2. Nether pray I for 


. [ | 1 K IS 
IHE. theje alone, but for them aljo who. ſhall believe on me through © 
N. their word e that the all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
sers n in me and I in thee, that they alfo may be one in us: 71 in 


„e Lem, and thou in me, that they a be made perfect in one, 
holine; John xvii. ver. 20, 21. I bomù my knees unto the 


1 God and Father of our Lord 76 Je efus C anft,—that' he would 
od u rant you——that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may 


1.0 thin e able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, 
y you and length, and de 715 and height, and to know the love of 
4 Chnift which pa ſſet knowledge, That ye may be filled with all 


O. But the fulneſs of God, Eph. iii. 14, &c. 4. The very God of 
peace ſanctiſy you 9 2 J pray God, your whole 

ry ſpe Jpirtt, foul and body, may be preſerved blamelefs, unto 1 3 
coming of our Lord Tide Cit 1. Theſ. v. 2g + 

L. What command is there to the ſame effe& 8 


quently 


But does any affertion. anſwerable to this, occur 


C 3 A. BE. 


; 


world, i John iv. 17. BY wy e 
N. Can you ſhew one ſuch example now? Wheie is 
He that is thus perfect?77ꝰ/ꝛ 1 


* 3 
„ 


A. To ſome that make this enquiry one might an- 
ſwer, If knew one here, 1 would not tell you: for 
you do not enquire out of love. 'You are like Herod, 
You only ſeek the young child to ſlay it. RA ; 
But more directly we anſwer. There ate many rea- 
ſons, Why there ſhould be few, if any, indiſputable ex- 
amples. What inconveniencies would this bring on 
the perſon himſelf, ſet as a mark for all to ſhoot at? 
And how ubprofitable would it be to gainſayers N. Tor 


F ( ) 
| if A. 1: Be ye herfect, as your Father who is in heaven is if 
| || ' perfeft, Matt. v. 48. 2. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 2] 
1 roith all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all ty 1 
1 mind, Matt. xxii. 37. But if the love of God fill all 
1 the heart, there can be no fin there. 15 bs 
1 2. But how does it appear, that this is to be done 
4 before the article of 5 r g 
. A. 1. From the very nature of a command, which is, 
14 not given to the dead but to the living. Therefore P 
At tt to Halt love God with all thy heart: cannot mean, Thou 1 
I; ſhalt do this, when thou dieſt, but while thou liveſt. v 
K |: 2. From expreſs texts of ſcripture. 1. The grace of li 
| (Fi Cod that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to all men; teach. : 
itt ing us, that having 1enounced ungodly and worldey luſts, we 
1 Mould live ſober y, righteouſiy, and godly in this 7 * 
. world : looking for the glorious appearing of our Lord Jeſus. t 
i 4 Chriſt, "who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us * 
1 from all iniquity, and purify unto humſelf a peculiar people, bs 
1 Zealous of good works,” Tit. ii. 11—14. 2. He Rath raiſed 
1 up an horn of ſalvation for us to perform the mercy promiſed Y 
1 to our fathers ; the oath which he ſwore to our father Abra- F 
_ ham, that he would grant unto us, thut we being deliuered s 
1 out of the hands of our enemies, ſhould ſerve him without MF * 
1 fear, in holineſs and righieouſneſs before him, ell the days ; 
1 of our liſe, Luke i. ver. 69, &c. | * 
=. ls there any example in ſcripture of perſons wao- | 
Ft had attained to this? . EO 8 
WY A. Yes, St. John, and all thoſe of whom he ſays, | 
1 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldnefs in 
| I: in the day of judgment, becauſe as he is, fo are we in tits k 
iF © 
38-3 
1 
1 


2 


5 | 

if they hear not Moſes © and the prophets, Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, neither would they be perſuaded tho* one rofe from 
the dead, _ | - > 

Q. Are we not apt to have a ſecret diſtaſte to any 
who ſay they are ſaved from all fin ? 

A. Tis very poſſible we may, and that upon ſeveral 
grounds: partly from a concern for the good of foals, 


who may be hurt, if theſe are not What they profeſs: 


partly from a kind of implicit envy atthoſe who ſpeak 
of higher attainments than our own and partly from 
our natural ſlowneſs. and unteadineſs of heart, to be- 
lieve the works of God. 5 : . 

Q. Why may we not continue in the joy of faith, 
*Ull we are perfetted in love? $ i. 

A. Why indeed? Since holy grief does not quench 
this joy: ſince even while we are under the croſs, 
while we deeply partake of the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
we may rejoice with joy unſpeakable.” _ 

From theſe extracts it undeniably appears, not only 
what was mine and my brother's judgment, but what 
was the judgment of all the preachers in connexion 
with us, in the years 44, 43, 46, and 47: Nordol 
remember, that in any of theſe conferences we had 
one diſſenting voice: but whateverdoubts anyone had: 
when we met, they were all removed before we parted. 

18, In the year 1749 my brother printed two vo- 
lumes of“ Hymns and Sacred Poems.“ As I did not 
ſze theſe before they were publiſhed, there were ſome: 
things in them which I did not approve of. But I 
quite approved of the main of the hymns on this- 
head; a few verſesof which are ſubjoined. 


Come, Lord, be manifeſted here, 
And all tie devil's works deſtroy !” 
Now, without fin in me appear, 
And fill with everlaſting joy: 
Thy beatific face diſpla /: —_ | 
Thy preſence is the perfect day. Vol. I. p. 203. 


Swift to my reſcue come, „ 
| Thy-own this moment ſei zel 
Gather my wandering ſpirit home, 


And keep in perſect peace. Suffer'd 


( ge} - 


Suffer'd no more to rove. 
Oe'er all the earth abroad, 
Arreſt the priſoner of thy love, 
+ And ſhut me up in God! P. 247. 


Thy priſ'ners releaſe, vouchſafe us thy peace; 
And our ſorrows and fins in a moment hall ceaſe, 
That moment be now! Our petition allow, (124. 
Our preſent: Redeemer and Com ſorter thou! Vol. II. P. 


From this inbred ſin deliver: 
Let the yoke Now be broke: 
Make me thine for ever. 
Partner of thy perfect nature, 
Let me be Now in thee 
A new ſinleſs creature. 5p. 156. 


Turn me, Lord, and turn me nom, 
To thy yoke my ſpirit bow: | 
Grant me now the pearl to find 
Of a meek and quiet mind;. 

Calm, O calm my troubled breaſt ;. 
Let me gain that ſecond reſt : 

From my works for ever ceaſe, 

Perfected in holineſs. . HP. 192. 


Come in this accepted hour, 
Bring thy heavenly kingdom in! 
Fill us with thy glorious power 
Rooting out the ſeeds of fin. P. 168. 


Come thou dear Lamb, for ſinners ſlain, 
Bring in the cleanſing flood: 

Apply, to waſh out every ſtain, 
Thine efficacious blood. 


O tet it fink into our ſoul 
Deep as the in-bred fin: 
Make every wounded fpirit whole,. - 
And every leper. clean! p. 171. 
Pris' ners 


17. 


24. 
p. 


68. 


ners 


.. 
Priſ'ners of hope ariſe 
And ſee your Lord appear! 

Lo! On the wings of love he flie ' 
And brings redemption near. 
Redemption in his blood 
He calls you to receive: x 

Come unto me, the pardning God: 
Believe, he cries, believe! 
Jeſus to thee we look, 

'Till fav'd from fin's remains, 

Reject the in bred tyrant's yoke; 
And caſt away his chains. 
Our nature ſhall no more 
O'er us dominion have: | 2 

By faith we apprehend the power, 

Which ſhall for ever ſave, p. 188. 

Jeſu, our life, in us appear, 

Who daily die thy death; 

Reveal thyſelf the finiſher; 

Thy quick'ning ſpirit breathe ! | 

Unſold the hidden myſtery ! . #4 5 

Tue ſecond gift impart, 

Reveal tliy glorious ſelf in me: . 

In every waiting heart. P. 195» 


In Him we have peace, In Him we have power! 
Preſerv'd by his grace Throughout the dark hour. 
In all our temptations, He keeps us to prove 
His utmoſt ſalvation, His fullneſs of love: 
Pronounce the glad word, And bid us be:free! 
Ah, haſt thou not, Lord, A bleſſing for me ? 4 
The peace thou haſt given This moment. impart, | 
and open thy heaven, O Love, in my heart! p. 924. 


A ſecond edition of theſe hymns was publiſhed in 
the year 1732: and that without any other alteration, 
than that of a few literal miſtakes. IT 

have been the more large intheſe extras, becaaſe 
hence it appears, beyond all poſſibility of exception, 
that to this day, both my brother and | maintained, 
1. That Chriſtian Perfection is that love of God and 

our 


2 


our neighbour, which implies deli verance from all fin; 
2. That this is received merely faith; 3. That it is 
given inſtantaneouſly, in one moment; 4. That we are 
to expect it (not at death, but) every: moment : That 
now is the accepted time, now is the day of this ſalva- 
tion. 1 . 

19. At the conference in the year 1739, perceiving 
ſome danger that a diverſity of ſentiments, ſhould in- 
ſenſibly ſteal in among us, we again largely conſidered 
this doctrine. And ſoon after I publiſhed © Thoughts 
on Chriſtian- Perfection, prefaced with the follow- 
ing advertiſement :_ 1 5 f | | 

The following tract is by no means deſigned, to 
gratify the curioſity of any man. It is not intended to 
prove the do&rine at large, in oppolition to thofe who: 
explode and ridicule it: no, nor to anſwer the nu- 
merous objeQions againſt it, which may be raiſed even 
by erious men. All ] intend here, is imply to de- 
clare, what are my fentiments on this head: what 
ChriſtianPerfeQton does, accordingtomyapprehenſion 
include,and what it does not;and to add a feœ practical 
obſervations and directions relative to the ſubjeft. 

As theſe thoughts were at firſt thrown together by 
way of queſtion and anſwer, I let them continue in 
the ſame form—They are juſt the ſame that I have 
entertained for above twenty years.” | 

. What is Chriſtian Perfection 3 

A. The loving God with ail our heart, mind, ſoul 
and ſtrength, This implies, that no wrong temper, 
none contrary to love, remains in the ſoul : and that 
all the thoughts, words and actions, are governed by 
pure love. 3 

Q. Do you affirm, that this perfection excludes all 
infirmities, ignorance, and miſtake? 

A. I continually affirm quite the contrary, and 
always havedone ſo, Lt . 1255 
2. But how can every thought, word and work be 
governed by pure love, and the man be ſubject at the 
ſame time to ignorance and miſtake ? 

A. I ſee no contradiction here, A man may be 
filled with pure love, and {till be liable to miſtake.” 
Indeed I do notex pet to be freed from en, 

| | "till 
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ill this moral puts on immortality, 1 believe this to 


be a natural conſequence of theſoul's dwelling in fleſh 


and blood. For we cannot now think at all, but by 
the mediation of thoſe bodily organs, which have ſuf- 
fered equally with the reſt of our frame. And hence 
we cannot avoid "ſometimes #unking wrong, till this 


corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption. ©—© 


But we may carry this thought farther yet. A miſ- 


take in judgment may poſtibly occaſion, a miſtake in 


practice. For inftance : Mr. de Renty's miſtaketouch- 


ing the nature of mortification, ariſiag from prejudice 


of education, occalioned that practical miſtake, his 


wearing an iron girdle. And a thouſand ſach inſtances 


there may be, even in. thoſe who are in the higheſt 
Nate of grace, Let where every word and action 
ſprings from love, ſuch a miſtake is not properly a 
Jin. However it cannot bear the rigor of God's jul» 
tice, but needs the atoning blood. | | 

. What was the judgment of all our brethern, 
who met at Briftol in Auguſt 1758, on this head ? * 
A. It was expreſſed in theſe words: 1. Every one 
may miſtake as long as be lives: 2. A miſtake in 
oßinion may occaſion a miſtake in practice: g. Every 
ſuch miftake is a tranſgre ſſion ef the perfect law, 


Therefore, 4. Every ſuch miſtake, were it not for 


the blood of atonement, would expoſe to eternal dam- 
nation. fi. It follows, that the moſt perfe& have con- 
tinual need of the merits of Chriſt, even for their 
actual tranſgreſhons, and may ſay for themſelves, as 
well as for their brethern, Forgive us our treſbafſes. 
This eafily accounts for what might otherwiſe ſeem 

to be utterly unaccountable : namely, that thoſe who 
are not offended when we ſpeak of the higheſt degree 
of love, yet will not hear of living without fn, The 
reaſon is, they know all men are liable to miſtake, and 
that in practice as well as in judgment. But they do 
not knew, or do not obſerve, that this is not fin, if 
love is the ſole principle of action. . | 
L. But till, if they live without ſin, does not this 
exclude the neceſſity of a mediator? At leaſt, is it not 
plain, that-they ſtand no longer in need. of Chriſt in 
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A. Far from it. None feel their need of Chriſt like 
theſe: none ſo entirely depend upon him. For Chriſt 
does uot give life to the ſoul ſeparate from, but in and 
with himſelf. Hence his words are equally true of 


1 all men, in whatſoever ſtate of grace they are, As the 
1 branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine, 
1 no more can ye, except ye abide in me + without (or ſeparate 
1 from) me, ye can do nothing. eee 
1 In every ſtate we need Chriſt in the following re- 
1 ſpects: 1. Whatever grace we receive, it is a free giſt 
1 from him: 2. We receive it as his purchaſe, merely in 
1 conſideration of the price he paid.;, 3. We have this 


grace not only from Chriſt, but zn him. For our pre- 
feftion is nat like that of a tree, which flouriſhes by 
the ſap derived from its own root, but, as was ſaid be- 
fore, like that of a branch, which united to the vine, 
bears fruit, but ſevered from it, is dried up and withered: 
4. All our bleſfings, temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, 
depend on his interce ſſion for us, which is one branch 
of his prieſtly office; whereof therefore we have always 


— : o 


equal need: g. The beſt of men ſtill need Chriſt in his 
prieſtly office, to atone for their omiſſions, their ſhort- 
comings, (as ſome not improperly ſpeak) their miſtakes 
in judgment and practice, and their defects of various 
kinds. For theſe are all deviations from the perfect 
law, and conſequently need an atonement, Yet that 
they are not properly fins, we apprehend max appear 
from the words of St. - Paul, He that loveth hath fulfilled 
the law ; for love ic tlie fulfilling of the law.“? Now mil: 
takes, and whatever infirmities neceſſarily low from 
the corruptible ſtate. of the body, are no way contrary 
to love, nor therefore in the ſcripture-ſenſe, on 8 
Io explain myſelf a little fartheron this head: 1. Not 
only fin properly ſo called, that is a voluntary tranſgre ſſion 
of a known law, but ſin, improperly ſo called. that is, an 
involuntary tranſgreſſionofa divine law, known or un- 
know, needs the atoning blood, 2. I believe there is no 
ſuch perfection in this life, as excludestheſe involuntary 
tranſgreſſions, which I appiehend to be naturally con- 
ſequent on the ignorance and miſtakes inſeparable from 
mortality. 3. Therefore finle/s perfection is a phraſe 1 
5 5 never 
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(87) 
never uſe, leſt I ſhould feem to contradit myſelf; 4. I 
believe a perſon filled with the love of God, is ſtill 
liable to theſe involuntary. tranſgreſſions ; g. Such 

traalgreſſions you may call fens, it you pleaſe, I do 
not, for the reaſons above · menuon e... 

0. What advice would you give to thoſe that do, 
and thoſe that do not call them ſo ß | 
A. Let thoſe.that do not call them ſins, never think 
that themſelves, or any other perſons, are in ſuch a 
{tate, as that they can ſtand before infinitejuitice-with- 
out a Mediator. This muſt argue either the deepeſt 
ignorance, or the higheſt arrogance and preſumption. 
Let thoſe Who do call them fo, beware how they 
confound theſe defects with fins, properly ſo called. 
But how will they avoid it? How will theſe be diſ- 
| tinguiſhed from thoſe, if they ate all promiſcuouſly cal- _ 
led fins ? I am much afraid, if we ſhould allow any 
fins to be conſiſtent with perfection, few. would con- 
fine the idea to thoſe defects, concerning which only 
the aſſertion could be tiramgeauaa Aga pet ee 
J. But how can a liablenefs to miſtake conhſit with 
perfect love? Is not a.perſon who is perfected ãn love, 
every moment under its influence? And can any 
miſtake {low from pure love??? 
A. 1 anſwer, 1. Many miſtakes may conſiſt with. 
pure love: 2. Some may accidentally flow from it. I 
mean, love itſelf may incline us to miſtake. The pure 
love of our neighbour ſpringing ſrom the love of God, 
tuinket no evil, believeth and hopeth all things. Now this 
very temper, unſuſpicious, ready to believe and hope 
the beſt of all men, may occaſion our thinking ſome 
men better than they really are. Here then is a ma- 
nifeſt miſtake, accidentally flowing from pure love. 
L. How ſhall we avoid getting perſection too hig 
Or t00 low ? 2 - : 1 2 ien 644 ad SEE 
4. By keeping to the bible, and ſetting it guſt as 
high as the ſcripture does. It is nothing higher and 
nothing lower than this. The pure love of God and 
man: the loving God with all our heart and ſoul, 
and our neighbour as ourſelves. It is love governing 
the heart and life, running through all guy tempers,- 
ords and actions. | 152 
D 0, Sup- 


| _ 

9. Suppoſe one had attained to this, Would you 
W | 11255 on of it? | : | | 4 

if A. At firſt perhaps he would ſcarce be able to re- 

13 frain, the fire would be ſo hot within kim: his deſire 

| to declare the loving-kindneſs of the Lord, carrying 

him away like a torrent. But afterwards he might: 

| and then it would be adviſeable, not to ſpeak of it to 

F | 1 them that know not God. Tis molt likely it would 

1 1 only provoke them to contradict and blaſpheme: nor 

1 to others without ſome particular reaſon, without ſome 


\ 


good in view. And then he:ſhould have eſpecial | 


care, io avoid all appearance of boaſting ; to ſpeak 
with the * humility and reverence, giving all 
the glory to God ED 
L. But would it not be better, to be intirely Glent? 
Not to: ſpeak of it at all? ; | 
A. By ſilence he might avoid many croſſes, which 
will naturally and neceſſarily enſue, if he fimply de- 
clare, even among believers, what God has wrought 
in his ſou}, If therefore. ſuch an one were to confer 
with fleſh. and blood, he would be intirely filent, 
But this could. not be done with a clear conſcience; for 
undoubtedly he ought to ſpesk. Men do not light a 
candle to put it under. a buſhel:- much leſs does the 
all- wiſe God. He does not raiſe ſueh a monument of 
his power and love, to hide it frome 1ankind, Ra. 
ther he intends it as:a general bleſſing, to thoſe who 
are ſimple of heart. He defigns thereby not barely the 
happineſs of that individual perſon, but the — 
and A _— to follow . the ſame 1 
. His will is, hat many, hall fee it and rejoice, 
— their truſt in the Lord. Nor does any Ding under 


„ than to converſe with thoſe whom they be- 
lieve to have experienced a ſtill higher ſalvation. 
This places that Salvation full in their view, and in- 
creaſes their hunger and thirſt after it: an advantage 
which muſt have been entirely loſt, had the perfon 
ſo ſaved buried himſelf in ſilencte. 
L. But is there no way to prevent thoſe. eroſſes, 
which uſually fall gn thoſe who ſpeak of being thu 
ved f . | "EE Ak 


heaven more quicken the defires of thoſe who are 
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A. It ſeems they cannot be prevented altogether, 
while ſo much of nature remains even in helie vers. 
But ſomething might be done, if the preacher in every 
place would 1. Talk freely with all who 2 thus 
and 2. Labour to prevent the unjuſt or unkind treat- 
ment of thoſe, in favour of whom there is reaſonable 

oof... 54 Be” bee 1 | 

0: What is reaſonable proof? How may we-cer- 
tainly know one that is ſaved from all fin. 5 

A. We cannot wfallibly know one that is thus ſaved 
(no, nor even one that is juſtified,) unleſs, it mould 
pleaſe God to endow us with the miraeulous diſcern- 


ment of ſpiritss But we apprehend theſe would be 


ſuſficient proofs to any reaſonable man, and ſuch as 
would leave little room to doubt, either the truth or 
depth of the work: 1. If we had clear evidence of his 
exemplary behaviour, for {ame time before this ſup- 
poſed change. This would give us reaſon to believe, 
he would not lie for God, but ſpeak neither more not 
leſs than he felt: 2. If he gave a diſtinct account 
of the time and manner wherein the change was 
wrought, with ſound ſpeech which could not be re- 
proved: and. g. If it appeared that all his ſubſe quent 
words and actions were holy and unblameable. 
The ſhort of the matter is this: 1: I have abundant 
reaſon to ber th, this perſon will not lie: 2. He teſ⸗ 
tifies before God, I feel no fin, but all love: I pray, 
rejoice, and give thanks without cealing: and I have as 
clear an inward witneſß, that I am fully renewed, as 
that Jam juſtified. Now if I have nothing to oppoſe 
to this plain teſtimony, I ought in reaſon to believe it. 
It avails nothing to objed, % But | know ſeveral 
things wherein he is quite miſtaken. For it has been 
allowed, that alt who are in the body, are liable to 
miſtake; andthat amiſtake in judgment may ſometimes 
occaſion a miſtake in practice: T0 great care is to be 
laken that no ill uſe be made of this conceſſhon.) For 
inſtance; Even one that is perfeQed in love may miſ- 
take with regard to another perſon, and may think 
him, in a particular caſe, to he more or leſs faulty than - 
he really is. And hence he may ſpeak to bim with;more 
or leſs ſeverity than the truth requires. And N 
2 enſe 
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(40) 
fenfe (tho* that be nor the primary meaning of St. 
Jamer) In many things we offend all. This therefore i; cc 

no proof at all, that the perſon ſo ſpeaking is not 
perfe@, "WP e 858 | 
2. But is it not a proof, if he is furprized or fluttered w 


by a noiſe, a fall, or ſome ſudden danger? I 

A. It is not: for one may ſtart, tremble, change co- bi 
Jour, or be otherwiſe difordered in body, while the . 
foul is calmly ſtayed on God, and remains in perfeft 01 


peace. Nay, the mind itſelf may be deeply diſtreſt, WM « 
may be exceeding ſorrowful, may be perplext and 


preſs'd down by heavineſs and anguiſh, even to ago ir 
ny, while the heait cleaves to God by perſect love, if 
and the will is wholly reſigned to him, Was it not "i 


ſo with the Son of God himſelf ? Does any child of 
man endure the diſtreſs, theayguiſh, the agony, which 
he ſuſtained ? And yet he knew no fin, : 
L. But can any one who has a pure heart preſer 
ry; unpleaſing ſood? Or uſe any pleaſure of 
ſenſe which is net ſtrictly neceflary ? If ſo how do 
they differ from others? 
A. The difference between theſe and others in tak- 
ing pleaſant food, is, 1. They need none of theſe 
things to make them happy; for they have a ſpring of 
Happineſs within. They e and love God. Hence 
they rejoice evermore, and in every thing give thanks, 2. 
They may ½ them, but they de not ſect them: g. 
They uſe them /paringly, and not for the ſake of the 
bing itſelf, This being premiſes, we anfwer direAly, 
ch an one may uſe pleaſing food, without the danger 
which attends thoſe who are not ſaved from fin, He 
may preſe r it to unpleaſing, tho” equally wholeſome 
food, as a means of encreaſing thankfulneſs, with a 
fingle eye to God, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy: 


* 


2: . . sse ens e ©. 


ee | T 

en the ſame principle, he may ſmell to a flower, or 
eat a bunch of grapes, or take any other pleaſure which \ 
does not lefſen but increaſe his delight in God. There- U 
fore neither can we ſay, that one perfected in love ſ 
would be incapable of marriage, and of worldly bub x 
neſs : if he were called thereto, he would be more ca- i 
| rcp wee ever; as being able to do all things without 1 
i 


Hurry: or carefulneſe, without any diſtraction of ſpirit. 


* * 


. 


f St. 0. But if two perfect Chriſtians had children, how 
Te is could they be born in hn, ſince there was none in the 
not parents? | OS : | 5 7 7 1 
A. It is a poſſible, but not a probable caſe: I doubt 
ktered whether it ever was or ever will be. But waving this, 


I anſwer, ſin is entailed upon me, not by immediate, 
65 wag but by my firſt parent. In Adam all died: by the diſo. 


e the bedience of one, all men were made finners : all men with- 
rfect out exception who were in his loins, when: he ate the 
treſt, forbidden fruit. 10512 5 
and We have a remarkable illuſtration of this in garden - 
ago ing. Grafts on a crab · ſtock bear excellent fruit: But 
love, ſow the kernels of this fruit, and what will be the 
t not event? They produce as mere crabs as ever were eaten. 
Id of O. But what does the perfect one do more than 
hich others? More than common believers?  _- 
: | A. Perhaps nothing: ſo may the providence of God 
reſer have hedged him in, by outward circumſtances. Per- 


re of haps not ſo much; tho? he defires and longs to fpend + 
w do ond be ſpent for God:) at leaſt not externally : he nei- 
| ther ſpeaks ſo many words, nor does ſo many Works. 


 tak- As neither did cur Lord himſelf ſpeak ſo many words, 
theſe or do ſo many, no nor fo great works, as ſome of his 
ng of apoſtles, (John xiv. 12.) But what then? This is ng © 
ence proof that he has not more grac2: and by this God 
2. meaſures the ot,ard work. Hear ye Him. Lertly 
„ 3% Lay unto you, this poor widow has caft in more than them all. 
f the erily this poor man, with his few broken words, bath 
Aly, ſpoke more than them all. Verily this poor woman, 
inger Wl that hath given a cup of cold water, hath done more 
He chan them all! O ceaſe to judge according to appearance, 
fome and learn to judge righteous judgment | 2-1 
ith a . But is not this a proof againſt him ? I feel no 
119 power either in his words or prayer 2 
al 5 A4. It is not: for perhaps that is your own fault ? 
hic 


Vou are not likely to feel any power therein, if any of 
| iheſe hindrances lie in the way; 1. Yourown 7eadnefs of 
love BF foul. The dead Phariſees felt no. power even in his 
buli words, who halle as never man pale: 2. The guilt of 
ome unrepented fin, lying upon the conſcience: g. 
Prejudice toward him of any kind: 4. Your no. believ- 
pirit. ing that ſtats te be * wherein W to 
e hs *4 e 


( 


be: 5. Ungodlineſs to think or own he has attalhedit it: 
6. —— or idolizing him: 7. Over. valuing pour. 
ell and your own judgment, If any of theſe is ihe 
cale, what wonder is it, that you feel no power in an 
thing he ſays ? But do not others feel it? If they do, 
your argument falls to the ground. And if they do 
not, do none of theſe hindrances lie in their way too? 
You muſt be certain of this before you can build any 
argument thereon, And even then your — 
1 prove no more, than that ns and | Hg not always 
75 go together. 
1 But he does not come up to my Idea of a perſfell 
K$i7 Chriftian.”” And perhaps no one ever did, or ever 
T8: will. For ycur idea may go beyond, or at leaſt 'befide tho 
| 1-0 ſcriptural account. It may include more than the bible 
3 includes therein, or however ſomething which that doe: 
bot inctude. Seri pture perfection is, pure love hl. 
ling the heart and — all the words and ac- 


oe W = Wi.LeO 


© OQ 


i tions, If your idea" includes any thing more or any i 
11 thing elſe; it is not ſcriptural : and then no wonder; 1 
1 chat a D bs Chri ſtian does not come up b 
# : 4 ao we” 0 


1 I fear many ſtumble on this ſtumbling - block. They 
1 include as many ingredients as theypleae, not accord- 
| ing to ſcripture, buttheir own imagination, in their 
ea of one that is perfect; and then readily deny any 
one to be ſuch, who does not anſwer that 1 imaginary 

. 

- The more corethooks we take, to kevp the fimple, 
ſcriptural account continually in our eye. Pure love 
reigning alone in the heart and- life, this is r. E u 
of ſcriptural perfection. | 

L. When may a perſon Judge himſelf to have xs 
tained this ? 

A. When after having been fully evuvineed of Inkired 
fin, by a far deeper and clearer conviction, than that 
he experienced before juſtiſteation; and after having 
experienced a gradual mortificationof it, he experienc- 
es à total death to ſin, and an entire rene wal in the love, 
and Image of God, ſo as to rejoice evermore, to pray withs 
out ceaſing, and in evety thing to give thanks, Not that £10. 
keel all love aad no ſin,“ is alofficient proof. _— 
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have experienced this for atime;before their ſouls were 
fully renewed. None therefore ought to believe, that 
the work is done, till there is added the teſtimony of 
the ſpirit, witneſſing his entire ſanctification, as clear- 
ly as his juſtification. | RS 


* 


Q. But whenee is it, that ſome imagine they are 
thus ſanctified, When in reality they are got? 

A. It is hence: They do not judge by all the pre - 
ceeding marks, but either by part of them, or by at hers, 
that are ambiguous. But I know. no inſtance of a per- 
ſon aitending to them all, and yet deceivedy in this 
matter. I believe, there can be none in the world. If, 
a man be deeply and fully convinced, after jultificati- 
on, of imbred ſin; if he then experience à gradual 
mortication of fin, and aftet wards an entire rene wal 
in the image of God: if to this change,  unmenſelyy 
greater than that wrought when he. Was juſtified, be. 
added a clear, direct witneſs of the rene wal: I judge 
it as impoſſible this man thould be deceived herein, as, 


| that God ſhould lie. And. if one whom I know ta. 


de a man of veracity,. teſtify theſe things to me; I. 
ought not, without ſome ſufficient reaſon, to reject his 
teſtimony. 1 FFV 4.59 SP 

Q. Is this death to fin, and renewal in love, gradual. 
or inſtantaneSs?P 2.0 3 + 

A. A man may he dying for ſome time; yet he does. 
not, properly ſpeaking, die, till the inſtant the ſoul is 
ſeparated from the body: and in that inſtant he lives 
the life of eternity. In like manner, he may be dying 
0 jin for ſome time: yet he is not dead to fin, til fin is 
ſeparated from his ſoul. And in that Inſtant he lives 
the full life of love. And as the change undergone 
when the body. dies, is of a different kind, and infi- 
nitely greater than any we had known before, yea, 
ſuch as *till then it is impoſſible to conceive : . ſothe 
change wrought when the: foul dies to fin, is of a dif- 
ferent kind, and infin itely greater than; any before, 
and than any can conceive 'tilFhe experiences it. Yet 
he ſtill grows in grace, in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
in the love and. image of, God: and will do fo, not. 


only till death, but to all eternity. OO - 
Q How are we to wait for this change A 
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A. Not in carelefs indifference orindolent inaQiviy; - 


but in vigorous, univerſal obedience, in a zealous 
keeping of all the commandments, in watckfulneſf; 
and patnfulneſs,' in denying ourſelves and taking 


up our croſs daily; as well as in earneſt prayer and 


faſting, and a cloſe attendance on all the ordinances 
of God. And if any man dream of attaining it any 
other way, (yea or of keeping it, when it is attained, 
when he has received it even in the largeſt meaſure) 
he deceiveth his own ſout. *Tis true we receive it 
by fimple faith, But God does not, will not give 


that faith, unlefs we ſeek it with all diligence, in the 


way which he hath ordained, * _- 
This conſideration may fatisfy thoſe who enquire, 
Why ſo few have received the bleffing?. Enquire, 


how many are ſeek ing it in this way? And you have. 


a ſufficient anſwer. 


Prayer eſpecially is wanting. Who continues infant 
therein ? Who wreſtles with God for this very thing? 


So ye have not becauſe ye aſk not: or- becauſe ye aft amijs,. 
namely, That you may be renewed before you die.“ 
Before you die! Will that content you ? Nay but aſk 
that it may be done now! To day! While it is called 
to-day ! Do not call this © fetting God a time.” Cer- 


tainly to-day is his time as well as to-morrow, Make 


haſte man, make haſte ! Let 


Thy ſoul break out in ſtrong defire 
_ The perfect bliſs to prove! 
Thy longing heart be all on fire 
To bediffolv'd in love! 


2. But may we continue in peace and joy, till we 


are perfect in love?  _ | i 

A. Certaiuly we may; for the kingdom of God is 
not divided againſt itſelf. Therefore let not believers 
be diſcouraged, from rejoicing in the Lord always. And 
yet we may be ſenſibly pained at the ſinful nature that 


ſtill remains in us. It is good for us to have a pony | 


ſenſe of this, and:a vehement defire to be delivered 
from it. But this ſhould only incite us, the more 
atalouſly to fly every moment to our ſtrong Helper, ine 


more 
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(45) 5 
more earneſtly to preſs forward to te mark, the prize of our 
hight calling in Chriſt Fe/us, And when the fenſe of our 
{in moſt abounds, the ſenſe of his love ſhould much | 


1 — 


more abound, © 


0. How ſhould we treat thoſe who think they have 
attained P 7 rt: Om: NE | 
4, Exa mine them candidly, and exhort them ta pray 
fervently; that God would ſhew them all that is in 
their hearts. The moſt earneſt exhortations to abound 
in every grace, and the ſtrongeſt cautions to avoid all 
evil, are given throughout the New Teſtament, to 
thoſe who axe in the higheſt ſtate of grace. But this 
ſhould be done with the utmoſt tendernefs, and with-' 
out any barfhneſs, ſternneſs or ſourneſs. We ſhould 
carefully avoid the very appearance of anger, unkind- 
neſs, or contempt. Leave it to Satan thus to tempt, and 
lo his children to ery out, Let us examine im with de- 
pilefulneſs and torture, that we may know his meekneſs and 
prove his patience, If they are faithful to the grace 
given, they are in no danger of periſhing thereby: 
no not if they remain in that miſtake, till their ſpirit. 
is returning ts 2 OS CORRS, 
0. But what hurt cart it do to deal harſhly with them ? 
A. Either they are miſtaken or they are not. If they 
are, it may deſtroy their ſouls. This is nothing impol- 
ſible, no nor improbable, It may ſo enrage or ſo dif- 
courage them, that they will fink, and riſe no more, If 
they are not miſtaken, it may grieve thofe whom God 
has not grieved, and do much hurt unto our own ſouls, 
For undoubtedly he that toucheth them, toucheth as it 
were the apple of God's eye. If they are indeed fult 
of his ſpirit, to behave unkindly or eontemptuouſſy 
to them, is doing no little deſpite to the ſpirit of grace. 
Hereby likewiſe we feed and increaſe in ourſelves 


evil ſurmiſing and many wrong tempers. To inſtance 


only one. What ſelf-ſufficiency is this, to ſet ourſelves 
up for inquiſitors-general, for per. mtory: judges in 
theſe deep things of God? Are we qua ified for the 
office ? Can we pronounce in all caſes, How far in- 
e What may, and what may not be re- 
folved into it ? What may in all circumſtances, an 
what may not, conſiſt with perfect love? Can we mY. 
| | _ ciſely 


A 
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(46) 
ciſely determine, How. it will influence the look, the. 
geſture, the tone of voice? If we can, doubtleſs:we 
are the men, and wiſdom ſhall die with us ie of 

Q. But if they are diſpleaſed at our not believing, 
them, is not this a full proof againſt them ? 

A. According as that diſpleaſure is: if they are 
angry, it is a proof againſt them: if they are grieved, 
it is not. They ought to be grieved, if we diſpelieve 
a real work of God, and thereby deprive aurlelves of 
the advantage we might have received from it. And 
we may eaſily miſtake this grief for anger, as the out- 
ward expreſſions of both are much alike. I 
L. But is it not well to ind out thoſe, who fancy 0 
they have attained, when they have not ?P. I 

˖ 
t 


aw A. a [i ad bs Me ab 


3 


A. It is well to do it by mild, loving examination, 
But it is not well to triumph even over theſę. It is ex- 
tremely wrong, if we find ſuch an inſtance, to rejoice, 
as if we had found great ſpoils. Ought we not rather e 
to grieve, to be deeply concerned, to let our eyes run d 
down with tears? Here is one who ſeemed to be a liy- t 
ing proof of God's power to ;/ave to the uttermoſt, but e 
alas! It is not as we hoped! He is weighed in the. balance t 
and found wanting | And is this matter of joy? Ought Wl 
we not to rejoice a thouſand times: more, if we can . 
find nothing but pure love? _ 5 8 d 
* 
n 


A, Not at the time that he feelsno fin. There was 
danger before, and there will be again, when he comes Wy 4a 
into freſh trials. Bui ſo long as he feels nothing but love 

auimating all his thoughts, and words and actions, he 


18 


8 But he is deceived.“ What then ? It is a harmleſs 
Hh miſtake, while he feels nothing but love in his heart, 
„ It is a miſtake which generally argues great grace, an 
i high degree both of holineſs and happineſs. Thi WF i 
15 ſhould be a matter of real joy to all that are ſimple of v 
1 heart: not the miſtake itſelf, but the height of, grace t 
'F which for a time occaſions it. I rejoice that this ſoul 
1 is always happy in Chriſt, always full of prayer and 7 
10 thankſgiving. I rejoice that he feels no unholy temper, . e 
| Me but the pure love of God continually. And I will re- WF © 
15 joice, if fin is ſuſpended, till jt is totally deflroyeds: 8 
. 0. Is there no danger then. in a man's being thus 1 
1 deceived ? © 20 4h 
1 


> peat 
4 83 

. yard 

p —— —— eg 


the js in no danger: he is not only happly, but ſafe, under 
we the ſhadow f the Abnizhty,” And, for God's ſake, let 
7 him. continue in that love as Tong as he can: mean 


time you may do well, to warn him of the dangerthat - 
will be, if his love grow cold and fin revive, even the 


are danger of caſting away hope, and ſuppoſing, that be- 
7ed, cauſe he hath not attained yet, therefore he never 
eve ſhall. 35 TN rt TY , 
of J. But what if none have attained it yet? What 
And if all whorthink ſo are deceived? ho 
out- 4. Convince me of this, and I will preach it no 
more. But underſtand me right. I'do not build any 
ancy doctrine on this or that perſon. This or any qther 


man may be deceived, and I am not moved. But if 


tion. there are none made perfedt yet, God has not ſent me 
sex to preach perfection. | | 3 
oice, Put a parallel caſe. For many years I have preach - 
ather ed, © There is a peace of God which paſſeth all up» 
s run derſtanding.“ Convince me, that this word has fallen 
a live to the ground, that in all theſe years none have attain- 
„ but ed this peace; chat there is no living witneſs of it at 
alance this day, and] will preach it no more. 5 
Dught „O, but ſeveral perſons have died in that peace.“ 
e can Perhaps fo: but I want Ling witneſſes. I cannot in- 
_ deed be infallibly certain, that this or that perſon is a 
rmleſs witneſs, But if I were certain there are none ſuch, I 
heart. muſt have done with this doarine 
ce, an «* You mifunderf.and me. I believe ſome who died 
This in this love, enjoyed it long before their death. But 1 
ple of was not certain, that their former teſtimony was true, 
grace till ſome hours before they died.“ as, | 
is ſoul You had not an mfallible certainty then. And a rea- 
er and WF nale certainty you might have had before: ſuch a 
emper, eertainty as might have quickened and comforted your 
will re- own ſoul, and anfwered all other Chriſtian purpoſes. 
Ag Such a certainty as this. any candid perſon way hives 


g thus WH {uppoſe there be any living witneſs, by talking one 
po hour with that perſon in the love and fear of God. 

re Was L. But what does it fignify, whether any have at- 

comes WF 4ained it or no, ſeeing ſo many ſcriptures witneſs for it ? 

ut love A. If I were convinced, that none in England had at- 

ns, be Wl ined what has been fo clearly and ſtrongly + 

| | * 


( 48.9 


for ſo long a time: 1 ſhould be clearly convinced, that 
we had all miſtaken the meaning of thoſe ſcriptures, 
And therefore for the time to come, I too. muſt teach, 
that “ fin will remain till death,” „„ 
20. In the year 1762, there was a great increaſe of 
the work of Godin London. Many, who had bitherta 
cared for none of theſe things, were deeply convinced 
of their loſt eſtate, Many, ſound. redemption in the 
phlood of Chriſt : not a ſew backſliders were. healed, 
And a conſiderable number of perſons believed, that 
God had ſaved them from all ſen. Eaſily foreſecing, 
that Satan would be endeavouring to Tow tares among 
the wheat, Ftook much pains to apprize them of the 
n with regard to pride and enthuſiaſn. 
And while I ſtayed in town, I had reaſon to hope they 
continued both humble and ſober-minded. But almoſt 
as ſoon as I was gone, enthuſiaſm broke in. To or, 
three began to take their own imaginations for impreſ. 
ons from God, and thence to ſuppoſe, that they ſhould 
never die. And theſe labouring to bring others into the 
ſame opinion, accaſioned much noiſc and confuſion, 
Soon after the ſame perſons, with a few more, ran into 
other extravagances, fancying they could not be temptea, 
that they ſhould feel no more pain, and that they had 
the gift of prophecy, and of diſcerning 4 ſpirits. At my 
return io London in autumn, ſome, of them ſtood re- 
proved: but others were got above inſtruction. Me an- 
time a flood of reproach came upen me almoſt from 
every quarter : from themſelves, becauſe I was check- 
ing them on all occaſions; and from others, “ becauſe, 
they ſaid, I did not check them.“ However the band 
of the Lord was not ſtayed, but more and more ſin- 
ners were convinced: while ſome were almoſt daily 
converted to God, and others enabled to love him 
with all their heart. 71 
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21. About this time, a friend at ſome diſtance from 
London, wrote to me as follows: 


© Be not over alarmed, that Satan ſows tares among 
the wheat of Chriſt! It ever has been ſo, eſpecially 
on anyremarkable out-pouring of his Spirit: and ever 
Will be To, *till he is chained: up for a thouſand years 
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Till then he will alway s ape, and endeavour to' coun- 
| o 
One melanehely effect of this has been, that a 
world who is always aſleep in the arms of the evil 
one, has Tidiculed every work of the Holy Spirit. 
But what can real Chriſtians do? Why, if they 
would act worthy of themſelves, they ſhould, 1. Pray 
that every deluded foul be delivered, 2, Endeavour to 
reclaim them in the ſpirit of meekneſs, and laſtly, 
Take the utmoſt tare, both by prayer and watchful- 
neſs, that the deluſion of others may not leſſen their 
zeal in ſeeking after that univerſal hobneſs of ſoul, body, 
and ſpirit, without which no man ſhall fee the Lord, © 
© Indeed this compleat new creature is mere madneſs 
to a mad world. But it is notwithſtanding the wil 
and wiflom of God. May we all ſeck after it? 
„ Zut ſome who maintain this doctrine in its full 
extent, are too often guilty of limiting the Almighty. 
He diſpenſes his gifts Juſt as he pleaſes : therefore ii is 
neither wiſe nor modeſt to aſhirm, That a perſon muſt be 
a believer for any length of time, before he is capable 
of receiving an high degree of the /þirtt Y noline/s. 5 
„ God's uſual method is one thing, but his ſovereign 
pleaſure is another. He has wiſe reaſons both for 
haſtening and retarding his work: ſometimes he 
comes ſuddenly and unexpected: ſometimes not "till 
we have long looked far him 8 
Indeed it has been my opinion for many years, 
that one great cauſe why men make ſo little improve- 
ment in the divine life, is their own coldnefs, negligence, 
and unbelief. And yet I here ſpeak of behevers, 
May the ſpirit of Chriſt give us a right judgment 
in all things, and fil us with all the Fulneſs of God, that 
ſo we may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.. 
About the ſame time five or fix honeſt enthuſiaſts 
foretold the world was toend on the 28th of February. 
I:mmediately withſtood them, by every poſſible means, 
both in public and private. I preached expreſsly upon 
ite ſubject, both at Weſt-ſtreet, and Spittleſtelds. I warned 
the ſaciety gie i Aba, Ana Pore Teverally 10 as 
many as T could'; and I faw the fruit of my labour. 
They made exceeding few converts: I believe ſcarce 
| od Hee bee 
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induced a plain man to write che following: 


Spirit given under the Goſpel, than under the Jewiſh 


_ glory of holineſs ? 


be fulfilled in this life, or only in the next ? 


Rom. viii. 4. 


| And is the Chriſtian under any law which is not ful. 


_ rification from indwelling fin ? 


Chriſt, which. clean/eth it from all fin ? 


:thirty in our whole ſociety. Nevertheleſs they made 

- abundance of noiſe, gave huge, occaſion of offences to 
| tholewhotook care toimprove tothe uitei moſt everyoc. 
caſion againſt me, and greatly increaſed both the number 10 

and courage of thoſe who oppoſed Chriſtian Perfection. 


ed 
fe 


22. Some queſtions now publiſhed by one of theſe, 


„Queries, humbly propoſed. to thaſe who deny 
perfection to, be attainable in this life. 


1. Has there not been a larger meafure.of the Holy 


diſpenſation ? If not, in. what ſenſe was the ſpirit wt 
given before Chrilt was gurified ? John vii. g9. 

2. Was that glory which followed the ſufferings. of Cluiſt, 
1 Pet. i. 11. an external glory, or an internal, viz. the 


more than he has promiſed to us? 


- 


4. Are the promiſes of , God reſpeting-bolinelsto 


g. Has God. any where in ſcripture commanded us 


5. Is a Chriſtian under any other laws than thoſe, 


which God promiſes to.wr7ite in our hearts ? Fer. xxxi. | 
31, &c. Heb. viii. 10. >, 


6. In what. ſenſe is the righteouſueſs of-the, law falfiled 
in thoſe, who walk net after the fleſh but after the ſpiru 


J. Is it impoſſible for any one in this life, to lov 
God with all has heart, and mind, and ſoul, and ftrength? 


filled in this love? „ 
8. Does the ſoul's going out & the body effett its pu 


9. If ſo, is it not ſomething elſe, vot the blood o : 


10. If his blood cleanſeth us from, all fin, while the 
ſoul and body are united, is it not in this, fe 
* 11. If when that union. ceaſes; is it not in the next? 
And is not this too late ? j ES a 
12. If in the article of death; what ſituation is the 
. foul in, when it is neither in the body, nor out, of 2t * 
us 13. Has Chriſt any where taught us to pray ſor 
hat he never deſigns to give ? "v0 
. _ 
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14. Has he not taught us to pray, Thy will be done on 


earth at it is done in heaven ? And is it not done per- 
fectly in heaven? ee | 


15. If ſo; has he not taught us, to pray for Perfec- 
tion on earth ? Does he not then defign to give it? 


16. Did not St. Paul pray according to the will of ; 


God, when he prayed that the Theſſalonians might be 


. ſaniified 'wholly, and preſerved . this world, not the 
| next, unleſs he was praying for the dead) blameles in 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit, unto the coming of 


Jeſus Chriſt ? 
17. Do yeu ſincerely defire to be freed from indwel- 


ling fin in this bife ? 


18. If you do, did not God give you that deſire? 
19. If ſo, did he not give it you to mock you, ſince 
it is impoſſible it ſhould ever be fulfilled? | 
20. If you have not ſincerity enough even to deſire 
t are you not diſputing about matters tbo bigh for 
your” 3 3 
21. Do you ever pray God to chan the thoughts of * 
your heart, that you may perfectly love ham ? 1 
22, If you neither defire what you aſk, nor believe it 
attainable, pray you not as a fool prayeth.? 
God help thee to conſider theſe queſtions calmly - 
and impartially * ES ED 
21. In the latter end of this year God called to him- 
ſelf that burning and ſhining light, Jane Cooper. As 
ſhe was both a ſiving and a dying witneſs of Chriſtian 
Perfektion, it will not be at all foreign to the ſubject, 
to add a ſh6rt account of her death, with one of her 


own letters, containing a plain and aitleſs relation, of 


the manner wherein it pleaſed God, to work that great 


change in her ſoul.” 


1 May 2, 1761 
believe while memory remains in me, gratitude 
will continue. From the time you preached on Gal. 


v. 5. 1 ſaw clearly the true ſtate of my ſoul. That 


lermon deſcribed my heart, and what it wanted to be, - 
truly happy. You read M. M's letter, and it deſcrib- 
ed the religion whith I deſired. From that time the 
prize appeared in view, and 1 was enabled to follow 
hard after it. I was kept watching unto prayer, ſome- 
mes in much diſtreſs, at other times in patient ex- 
N EBA peRtation 
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the predeſtinatian bad no plea, 


( 52 


left London, my foul was ſtayed on a promiſe I had a 


3 


plied to me in prayer, The Lord whom ze ſee ſhall ſudden. 
ly come to his temple. I believed he would, and that he 
would ſit there as a refiner's fire. The Tueſday after 
you went, I thought I could not ſleep, unleſs he ful. 
Aled his word that night. I never knew as I did then 
the force of theſe words, Be fill and know that Lam Gad. 
I became nothing beſore him, and enjoyed perfect 
caimneſs in my ſoul, I knew not, whether he had de- 
ſtroyed my fin : but I deſired to know, that I might 
praiſe him. Yet I ſoon found the return of unbelief, 
and groaned, being burdened. On Wedneſday I went 
to London, and ſought the Lord without ceaſing, I pro- 
miſed, if he would ſave me from ſin, I would praiſe 
him. I could part with all things ſo_I_ might win 
Chrift, But I found all theſe pleas to be nothing 
worth, and that if he ſaved me, it muſt be freely, for 
his own name's ſake, Ou Thurſday I was. ſo much 
tempted, that I thought of deſtroying myſelf, or never 
converſing more with the people of God, And vet! 


* 


had no doubt of his pardoning love: but 'twas worſe 


than death my God to love, and not my God alone,” 


On Friday my diſtreſs was deepened. I endeavoured 
to pray and could not. I went to Mrs, D. who prayed 
for me, and told me, it was the death of nature. 1 


opened the Bible on The fearful and 1 ſhall have 


their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim/iont, 
1 could not bear it, I 25 ain on Mart xvi. 6,7, 


Be nat afrighted : je ſeek, Feſus of Nazareth Go your way; 


tell his ijaples he goeth before you into Galilee ; there ſhall 


ye ſee him... I was encouraged and enabled to pray, be- 


lieving I ſhould ſee Jeſus at home, I returned that 


night and found Mrs, G. She prayed for me: and 

5 Lord, thou art 
no reſpecter of perſons.“ He proved he was not, by 
bleſſing me. I was in a moment enabled to lay hold on 
Jeſus Chriſt, and found ſalvation by {imple faith, He 


aſſured me, the Lord, the king was in the midſt of me, 
and that I ſheuld ſee evil no more. I now bleſſed him 


who had viſited and redeemed me, and was become wy 


wiſdom, righteouſneſs, Jandification and redemption, "= 
; Jeſus 


DE IS BE J ͤ Es © , pr 
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eye and ear-witnefs of what ſhe relates. 
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| Jeſus altogether lovely, and knew he was mine in all 


his offices. And, glory be to him! he now reignsin 
my heart without a rival. I find no will but his. L 
feel no pride; nor any affection but what is placed on 
him. I know, it is by faith J ſtand, and that watching 
unto prayer muſt be the guard of faith. I am happy 
in God this moment, and I believe for the next: 

have often read the chapter you mention, (1 Cor. xiii.) 
and compared my heart and life with it. In ſo doing, 
feel my ſhort-comings, and the need I have of the 
atoning blood. Yet F dare not ſay, I do not feel a 
meaſure of the love there deſcribed, tho? I am not all 
] ſhall be. I deſtre to be loſt in that lobe which poſſeth 
knowledge, —1 ſee the juſt ſhall live by faith + and unto me, 


who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is -this 


grace given, If I were awarchangel, 1 ſnould veil my 
face before him, and let ſilence ſpeak his praiſe!! 
The following account is given by one who was an 


1. In the beginning of November, ſhe feemed to 
have a foreſigbt of what was coming upon her; and 
uſed frequently to ſing theſe words: ER 


When pain o'er this weak fleſh prevails,” - 7» 
With lamb-like patience arm my-breaſt?*- 


And when ſhe ſent to me, to let me know ſhe was ill, 


ſhe wrote in her note,“ 1 ſuffer the will of Jeſus. All 
he ſends is ſweetened” by his love. I am as happy as 
if Jheard a voice ſay, | ts FEST OY 


For me my elder brethren ſtay, 
And angels beckon me away, 
And FJeſus bids me come!“ 


2, Upon my telling her, F carmot chufe life or 
death for you,” ſhe fad, I aſked the Lord, that if 
it was his will, 1 might die firſt. And he told me, 
you ſhould ſurvive me, and that you ſhould cloſe my 
es.“ When we perceived it was the: ſmall-pox, I 
laid to hes, My dear, you will not be frighted it we 


x 


MS. ot 
Lo; 28697 55 tt RD LV 000 1.2. lea 
tell you, what is your diſtemper.” She ſaid, I can; 
not be frighted ar his will. 
g. The diſtemper was ſoon 3 5 heavy upon her. 
But ſo much the more was her faith ſtrengthened, 
weſday,, Nov. 26. the faid to me, * Lhave been war 
ſhipping before the throne ina glorious, manner, my 
foul was ſo let into God. I faid, . Did the Lord 
give you any particular promiſe?” 5 No,” replied ſhe: 
it was all | % öÜð—⁵Lvð; ST UNE 


* 


That ſacred awe that dares not move 
And all the ſilent heaven of love.“ 


E "IH 1 „ ; . 31 : n— 4 TT 
4. On Thurſday, upon my aſking, What have you 
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drances ? She anfwered, The greateſt. hindrance is 
poperatly from the natural conſtitution, It was mine, 
to be reſerved, to be very quiet, to ſuffer much, and 
to ſay htile. Some may think one way more excellent, 
and ſome another. But the thing is to live in the will 
of God. For ſome months have been 
particularly devoted tothis, I have felt ſuch a guidance 
of his ſpirit, and the unction which 1 have received from 
the Holy One, has fo taught me of all things, that 1 needed 
not any man jhould teach me, ſave as this anointing teachtth, 
On Friday morning ſhe ſaid, I believe Lſhall die.” 
She then ſat up in her bed and ſaid, © Lord, I blels 
_ thee that thou art ever with. me, and all thou. haſt 13 
mine. Thy love is greater than my weakneſs, greater 
than my helplefinels, greater, than my ubworthineſ. 
Lord, thou ſayeſt to corruption, Thou, ar: my After . And 
glory be to thee, O Zeus, thou art my brother. Let 
me compreſ end with all, aints the length, und Freadth, and 
dep'h, and height of thy love | Bleſs theſe: (ſome that 
| | | Verte 
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mine, 
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die.“ 


Do you preſs on, and ſtop not 
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were preſent) let them be every moment exerciſed is 
all things, as thou wouldelt have them to be. 

7. Some hours after it ſeemed as if the agon ies of 
death were juſt coming upon her. But her face was 
full of miles of triumph, and ſhe clapped her hands 


for joy. Mrs. C. ſaid, ® My dear, you are,.morg 
than conqueror,. through the blood of the lamb.” She 


anſwered, „ Yes, O. yes, ſweet. Feſus. O death, 
where is thy ſting?” She then ley as in a doze for 
ſome time. Afterwards ſhe, ſtrove to ſpeak, but could 
not. However ſhe teſtiſted her love, by ſhaking hands 
with all ip the ropes 4 im ein ho gene 
8. Mr. V. then came. She ſaid, © Sir, I did not 
know that I ſhould live to ſee you. But I am glad the 
Lord has given me this opportunity, and likewiſc 
power to ſpeak to you. I love you; Yau have alwa 
preached the ſtricteſt docttine: and L loved to follow 
it, Do ſo. ſtill, whoever is pleaſed or diſpleaſed. He 
aſked, Do you now believe you are ſaved from fin?! 
She ſaid, Ves; I have had no doubt of it for many 
months. That 1 ever had, was., becauſe I did not 
abide in the faith. Lnow- feel, I have kept the faith: and 
perfect love cafteth out all fear... As to you, the Lord 
promiſed me, your latter works ſhould exceed your 
former, though Ido not live to ſee it. I have been a 
great enthuſiaſt as they term it, theſe ſix month s but 
never lived ſo near the heart of Chriſt in my life. Vou, 


hr, deſire to comfort che hearts of thouſands.) Comfort 


the hearts of hundreds by following that ſimplicity 
your ſoul loves.“ 1 3 3 4 r | = * 
9. To one ho received the love of God under her 
prayer, the ſaid, ““ I feel I have not followed a cun- 
ningly deviſed fable; for I am as hapyy as I can live. 
ö t hort of the mark. Fo 
Miſs M—s'ſhe ſaid, Love Chriſt, he loves you. 
Ibelie e I ſhall ſee you at the right hand of God. But 
45 ene ſtar diſfers from another Har in glory, fo Hall it be in 
the reſurrection. I charge you, in the preſence of Godz 
meet me in that day all glorious within. Ayoidall 
conformity to the world. Vou arę robbed: of many of 
your privileges, I know, I ſhall be found 0 
0 


4 
Do you labour to be found of him in peace, without 
10. Saturday morning ſhe prayed nearly as follows; 
PF Know: Lord, my life is prolonged, only to do thy 
Will. And tho“ ſhould never eat or drink more (ſhe 
nad not ſwallowed any thing for near eight and twen. 
ty hours) thy will be done. I am willing to be kept 
fo a twelvemonth : Man livet a not by bread alone. I praile 
| thee that there is not a ſhadow of complaining in our 
ſtreets. In that ſenſe we know not what ick nefs means. 
Indeed, Lord, neither life nor + death, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come, no, nor any creature; ſhalt ſeparate us 
from thy love one moment. Bleſs theſe, that there may 
be no lack in their ſouls. I believe there ſhall not; [ 
„ . Ld 1464 HANS 
On Sunday and Monday the was light-headed, but 
ſenſible at times. It then plainly appeared, ker heart 
was ſtill in heaven. One ſaid to her, Jeſus is our 
mark.“ She replied, I have but one mark,; I am 
all-ſpiritual,” ” Mifs M. ſaid to her, Leu dwell in 
God.“ She anſwered, © Altogether,” A perſon aſked 
her, Do you love me ? She ſaid, O. I love Chriſt: 
1 love wy Chriſt.“ To another fhe ſaid, 1 ſhallnot 
long be ns eſus is precious: very precious indeed, 
She ſaid to Miſs M. The Lord is very good. He 
keeps my ſoul above all.“ For fifteen hours before ſhe 
died, ſhe was“ in ſtrong cenvulfions: her ſufferings - 
were extreme. One ſaid, You-are made perfect 
through ſufferings.” She ſaid; © More and more ſo.“ 
After lying quiet fome time, the faid, * Lord, thou 
art ſtrong!” Then pauſing a conſiderable ſpace, ſhe 
uttered her laſt words, My Jeſus is all in all to me: 
glory be to him thio' time and eternity. After this, 
the lay ſtill for about half an hour, and then expired 
23. The next year, the number of thoſe who be- 
lieved they were ſaved from ſin ſill increaſing, 1 judg - 
edit needful to publiſh, chiefly for their uſe, Far- 
ther thoughts on Chriſtian perfection.““““// 
2. How is Chriſt the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 


ever} one that belitveth ? Rom. x. 4. 
2 i 5 I 5 "RIS ot > * " + 7 A. In 
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| ſtanding or his a 


ſoned;” for po 


Perhaps till then, the mind ſaw every truth chat e ok⸗ 
ſered as directly, as the eye now ſees the light. 


| ſpeak, and al ways act preciſely right, 


is as natural for a man to miſtake as to 
can no more live without the one than without the 


OF 1 


4 la Get to unferſiand this, you 3 
der ſtand what law is ! lere ſpoken of. An 144 
apprehend, is 1 Lhe Mais law, the whole Mo- 
ſaic diſpenſation ; ; which St. Paul continually. henry 
of as one, tho! ce e fer arts, the politic 

moral, and ceremonial c law, that give 
en to Adam i in innoceno = 0 perly gol $6 the law 
of works. This is in > ance. the Rag with the 


W 4rgelic law, being common to angels, and WM. oF 


required, that man ſhould, ule to the glory of 
all the powers with which he was created. Now, he 
was created free |: Yom, any deſe&, either in his un 0 | 
Qian:,, His body was then loc 
to the — : it did not hinder, is Appighepgng a 
things clearly, 1746 1 truly c 2 REID 1 91 
ſoning juſtly; i 105 e 77555 fhe 421 
1 y he did not Ki 7 57 had no 
need of reaſoning,” "till his corruptible . Re preſii 5 
Conſequently this law, Ws N roportioned to his ori 


down the mind, and impaired its native facultie 
powers, required that he ſhould always think, a oy 


in every point 
whatever. He was well able ſo to do. And God 

could not but require the ſervice he was able to pay, 
But Adam fell; and his incorruptible body became 
corruptible : and eyer fince it isa'clog to the ſoul, pes 
hinders its operations, Hence at preſent no child of 
man can at all times apprehend. cleacly,,or judge truly. 
And where either the judgment or apprehenſion is 
wrong, it is impoſſible to reaſon July. Therefore it 
reathe; and he 


other. Confequently no man is able ts perform t] e 
lervice, which the Adamic law. requires. 

And no man is obliged to perform it: God dots not 
require it of any man. For Chriſt is the end of the Ada» 
mc, as well as the Mofais law.. By his death he hath 


put an end to both: he hath aboliſhed both the 


one and the other, with regard to man; and the 
Obligation to obſerve either the one or the other 18 
vaniſhed 


(056% 
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vaniſhed away. Nor is any man living bound to oh; 


/TEtve the Adamic; more than the Md aic law. 


[! In the room of this, Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed anothef 
43 namely, The law of faith, Not every one that doeh, 
b but every one that believeth, now teteiyeth righteouf: 
4 nels, in the full ſenſe of the word, that is, he is juſti. 
1 _ Red, fanRified and glôrifle . 
9 N. 2. Are we then dead to the la 
#1 A. We are dead to thi law by thi body of Chrift given ſor 
it us, Rom. vii. 4. to the Adamic, as well as Mofaic lay, 
it We are wholly freed therefrom by his death: that 
1 Ew espieing with kinn: 
i . J, How then are we not without law to God, hi 
F1 under the law to Chrift Fr Cor. ix. 1 8 
14 A. Were without that law. But it does not folloy 
=_ - that we are without any law. For God has eſtabliſh 
Wo ed another law in its dier even the law of faith. 
14 And we are all under this law to God and to Chriſt 


by Both our Creator and our Redeemer require us to obs 
J ä n e 61 


L. 3. Is love che fulfilling of bis law ? 


; 4 A. Unqueſtionably it is. The whole law, under 
$4 which we now are, is folfilted'by love, Rom. xiii. 9, 


10. Faith working or animated by love; is alt that God 
now requires of man. He has ſubſtituted (not 'fitite- 
Tity, but) love, in the room of angelic perfection. 

2. 5. How is Jove the end of the commandment? 1 Tim: 1. 5 
A4. It is the end of every commandment of God. It 
is the point aimed at by the whole, and every partof 
the Chriftian inſtitution. The ſoundation is faith, pu- 
rifying the heart, the end love, preferving a godd con 
E FF 
6 Wbat love is this? „ 
A. The llving the Lord our God with all our heart, mini, 
fou', and ſtrengtn and the loving our neighbour, eve 
W elves. as our own ſouls, | * 
Q 7. What are the fruits or properties of this lovef 
A. St. Paul informs us at large, Love is long-ſuffering 
It ſuffers all the weakneſſes of the children of Godzal 
the wickedneſs of the children of the world. And thit 
not for a little time only ; but as long as God pleaſes, 
In all it ſees the band of God, and willingly ns 


2: ay 
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| thereto, Meantime it is ind. In all, and after all it 
ber ſuffers, it is ſoft, mild, tender, benign. Love envieth 
ell, not : it excludes every kind and degree of envy out 
of! BY of the heart Love acleth not rafhly, in a violent headſtiong 
iſt manner, nor paſſes any raſh or. ſevere judgment. It 
wigs doth not behave ufeif indecently, is not rude, does not af 
out of character: ecketh..,not ler 'own'eale, pleaſure, 
for BY honour or profit : i. not Provoted ;. expels all anger from 
ay, the heart: (rhe gro cuil caſteth out all jealouſy, ſuſ- 
this piciouſaeſs and readineſs. to believe evil: Teoice® not in 
gui, yea, weeps at the ſin or folly of its bittereſt 
Bib enemies; vt, rezoceth in the truth, in the holineſs and 
io bappineſs of every child of man. Love covertt all thigs 
ow ſpeaks evil of no man; believeth all things, that tend 
liſh: to the advantage of another's character. It ho- 
ain. % all chinge, whatever may extenuate the faults 
TY which cannot be denied, and it endureth all things, 
mY which, Cod can permit, or. men, and devils inflict, 
| 0 = is the law of Chriſt, . the perfect lau, the law of 
: | erty, 4 FCC 
det , Aud this diſtingion between the. law f faith (or 
li. q, love) and the lazy. of avorks, 28 nither a fubtle, nor an un- 
God veceflary diſtinction. It is plain, eaſy, and intelligi- 
fände ble to any common, underſtanding. And it is abſo- 


15 lutely neceſſary, to, prevent a thouſand doubts and 
1.5 ſears, even in thoſe who do wall in love. Rb 
44: It L. 8. But do we not in many things fend all, yea, 


rok the beſt of us, even againſt this law 7 

=_—_ A. In one ſenſe we do not, while all our tempers 
1 cor and thoughts, and words and works. ſpring from love. 
7 But in another we do, and ſhall do, more or leſs, as 
long as we remain in the body. For neither love nor 


mind, if |" "dion of the, Holy Ons makes us infallible. There: 
eve e thro' unavoidable defect of underſtanding, we can» 


not but. miſtake in many things. And theſe, miſtakes 


love? vill frequently occation omething- wrong, both in 
ering Hur temper, and werds, and actions. From miſtaking 
od;a 


1. charatter, we mah love a perlon. leſs than he real- 
on deſeryes: , And, * dhe ſame mäſtake we ate una- 
roidably. led to ſpe K or ac with regard to that per- 
en, in ſuch. a manner 8, is cuntrary to this, law, in 
lome or other of the preceding inſtances. 
| 2. 49 · Do 


* 
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2.9. Do we not then need Chriſt, even on thi 
$eeount? bak la abs 20 

A. The holieſt of Wen till need Chriſt: 4 their pro. 
Phet, as re light: of the Morid. For he does not give 
them light, but from moment to moment; the inſtant 
he withdraws, all is darkneſs. 1 hey ſtill need Chriſt 
as their king. For God does not give them a ſtock 
of holineſs. But unleſs they receive a ſupply every 
moment, nothing but unholineſs would remain. They 
fil need Chriſt as their prieſt, to make atonement for 


their Roly things. Even perfect holineſs is "accepts 


ble to God only thro” Jeſus Chriſt, 

L. 10. May not then the very beſt of men adopt 

the dyin martyr's confeſſion, © J am in myſelf not ung 
but ien, eee hell: but thou art my light; my ho- 
lineſs, my-heayen ?” 
A. Not exaftly. But the beſt of men may fay, 
* Thou art my light, my holineſs, my heaven, 'Thro' 
my union with thee; I am full of light, of holineh 
and bappineſs.. And if I were let to myſelf, I. frould K 
ugthiog but fin, darkneſs, hell.“ 

But to proceed. The beſt of men need Chriſt a 
their prieſt, their atonement, their advocate with the 
Father: not only, as the continuance of their every 

bleſſing dep nds on his death and interceſſion, but on 

ccount of their coming ſhort! of the law of love, 
For eyery man ling does ſo. You who feel: all love, 
compare yourſelves with the preceding deſcription. 
W eigh yourſelves i in this balance, and fee if * 


Hot wanting in many particulars, 
0 if all his be confiftent with Chriſta 
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it. : He does not procure pardon for them ane, but 


erer levelſi to make in erceſſion for them. And by one fer- 
ing he hath perfected fur ever them that are ſanłiiſel, 


Heb. x. 14. r 8 | 15 

For want of duly conſidering this, ſome deny, that 
they need the atonement of Chriſt. Indeed exceeding 
few: I do not remember to have found hve of them in 
England. Of the two, I would ſooner give. up per- 
feftion, But we need not give up either one or the 
other. The Perfection 1 hold, Love rejoicing euermore, 


praying without ceafing, and in every tinug giving thanks, 


is well conſiſtent with it: if any hold a Perfection 

which is not, they muſt look to it. ef 94-41 
0. 12. Does then Chriſtian Perfection imply any 

more than _fngraly? ttt 3 is 33 "4,5 
A. Not if you mean by that word, love filling the 


heart, expelling pride, anger, deſire, ſelf- will rejoic- 


ing evermore, praying without ceaſing, and in every 
thing giving thanks. But I doubt few uſe ſincerity in 
this ſenſe. Therefore I think. the ald word is beſt. 
A perſon may be ſincere, who has all bis natural 
tempers, pride, anger, luſt, ſelf- will. But he is not 
perfect, till his heart is cleanſed from theſe, aud all its 
other corruptions. | ie 057f 


To clear this point a-little farther ; 1 know many 


that love God with all their heart, He is their on 
deſire, their one delight, and they are continually 


happy ao him. They love their neighbour as:them- 


lelves. They feel as ſincere, frevent, conkant a gdefire, - 


for the happinels,ef every man, good or bad, fu end ar 
enemy, as for their own. They rejoice eyermore, 


pray .without ceaſing, and in every thing give thanks. 


Their ſouls are continually ſtreaming up 10 Gad, in 
holy joy, prayer, and praiſe. This is à point of fact. 
And this is plain, ſound, ſcriptual experience. 


aw 


But even. theſe ſouls Awellin arfhattered body, and 
are ſo preſt don thereby, chat · they cannot always 


exert hemſelves as they would, by thinking, ſpeak- 


ing, and acting preafely right. For want of better hodily 


organs, they muſt at times. think, ſpeak or att Wrong; 


nat in Jeed thro? a defeR of love, but thro' a defect of 


ucwoledge. And whilethis is the caſe, notwithſtanding 
Pp | that 


Pw A 
#. A+ . 
. * 


* 
* » TL * 8 
ON . My 


4 4 
SISSY 2—————— or Bog nts —ę— AA oor AA EEE RE, SHEEP: . — — 
” 4 
1 . 1 
LU 


| | 
| 


But my heart overflows with love. And I feel no 
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that defect, ey its conſequences, they fulfil the law 


of love. 
Vet as even in this caſe there is not a full conform 


ty to the perfect law, ſo the moſt perfect do on this 


very accbunt need, the blood of atonement, and may 
properly ſor themſelves, as well as for their brethren 


ſay, Forgive us cur treſpaſſes. 


2. 13. But if Chriſt has put an end to that law, 
what need of any atonement for their tranſgreſſing ii? 
A. Obſerve in what ſenſe he has Put an end to it, 


and the difficulty vaniſhes, Were it not for the abid: 


ing merit of his.death, and his continual interceſſion for us, 
that law would codons us ſtill, Theſe therefore we 
Rill need, for every tranſgreſſion of it. 


Q. 14. But can one that is ſaved from fin be 
tempted ? 


4. Les; for Chriſt was tempted. 


2. 15. However, what you call temptation, I call 
the corruption of my heart. And how will you dil. 
"tinguiſh one from the other ? ; 

4. In ſome cafes it is impoſſible to diſtinguiſh, with- 
.out the.deref witne/s of the ſpirit. But in general one 

may diſtinguiſh thus: 

One commends me, Here is a temptation to pride, 
but inſtantly my ſoul is humbled before God. And 1 
feel no pride: of which 1 am as lure as that 1 5 
not humility. 


A man ſtrikes me. 1 is a a temptation 40 anger. 


anger at all: of which 1 am as ſure, as that love and 
anger are not the ſame, 

. A woman ſolicits me. Here is a lem Resdbe to luſt. 
But in the inſtant I ſhrink back. And I feel no defire 
or luſt at all: of which I can be as ks as that wy 
hand. is.cold or hot. | 

Thus it is, if I am tempted by a preſent objekt: : and 
it ãs juſt the ſame, if when it is abſent, the devil recalls 
a commendation, an injury, or a woman to my mind. 
In che inſtant the foul repels the vin ptation, and ic. 
- mains filled with * love. = 4 


16) 


And the difference is ſtill plainer, when I compare 


my preſent ſtate with my paſt, wherein I felt  tempta- 
tion and corruption too. 
0. 16. But how do you-know, that you are fanQifi- 


ed, ſaved from your inbred corruption 7 


4: I can know it no otherwiſe than I Ld that: 1 
am juſtined. Hereby know we that we are Cod, in ei- 


ther ſenſe, by the Spirit that he hath given us. 


We know it by the witnes, and by the fruit of the 


Spirit. And firſt, by the witneſs, As when we were 
juſtified, the Spirit bore witneſs with our ſpirit, that our ſins 


were forgiven, ſo when we were ſanftified, he bore 
witneſs, that they were taken away, Indeed the wit- 

neſs of ſanctification is not always clear at firſt; (as 
neither is that of juſtification) neither is it afterward, 
always the ſame, but like that of juſtification, ſome- 
times ſtronger and ſometimes fainter. Yea, and ſome- 


times it is withdrawn, Yet in general, the latter teſ- 7 


timony of the Spirit is both as clear and as eddy as 

the former. | 
2. 17. But what need e of it, ſeeing ſanKifica- 

tion is a real change, not a relative only, like juſtifica - 


lion d 


A. But is the new-birth a enkatiis change only ? Is 
not this a real change? Therefore if we need no wit - 
neſs of our ſanctification, becauſe it is a real change, 
for the ſame reaſon we ſhould need none, that we are 
born of. or are the children of God. 

0. an But does not nication ſhine by its own. 
ight 

A, And does not the new birth too > Soutetiades: it 
does. And ſo does ſanctification: at others it does 
not. In the hour of temptation Satan clouds the work 
of God, and injects various doubts and reaſonings, el- 
pecially in thoſe who have either very weak or very 
ſtrong underſtandings. At ſuch times there is abſolute 
need of that witneſs: without which the work of ſanc- 
tif cation, not only could not be diſcerned, but could 
no longer ſubſiſt. Were it not for this, the ſoul could 
not then abide in the love of God: much leſs couldit 
rejoice evermore and in every; thing give. thanks. In 
F-2 1-2 FER * 


chers, have this teſtimony every moment: there may 
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But I have no witneſs that I am ſaved from fin, 
And yet I have no doubt of it.” Very well. As long 
as you have no doubt it is enough: when you have, 
you will need that witneſs, _ . 

L. 19. But what feripture makes mention of any 


ſuch thing, or gives any reaſon to expect it ? 


A. That fcripture, 1 Cor. ii. 12. We have vectived 


| not the ſpirit that is of the world, but the Spirit which is o 


2 __ we may know the things which are freely given u 
od. | | 


Now ſurely ſanRification is one of the things which 


are freely given us God, And no poſſible rea ſon can 


be aſſigned, why this ſhould be excepted, when the 


| apoſtle ſays, Me receive the Spirit for this very end, that 


we may know the things which are thus freely given us. 


Is not the fame thing implied in that well known | 


ſcripture, Rom. viii. 2 5 The ſpirit ufelf witneſſeth with 
our ſpirit, that we are the chiliren ef God P Does he only 
witneſs the want of this to thoſe who are children of 
God in the loweſt ſenſe? Nay, but tothoſe alſo who 
are ſuch in the higheſt ſenſe. And does he not witnels 
that they are ſuch in the higheſt ſenſe? What reaſon 
have we to doubt it? ES $2 SE 
What if a man were to affirm (as indeed many do) 
that this witneſs belongs enly to the /ngheft claſs of Chrik 


.tians? Would not you anſwer, the apoſtle makes no 


reſtriction. Therefore doubtleſs it belongs to all the 
children of God. And will not the ſame anſwer hold 
if any affirm, That it belongs only to the loweſt claſs ? 
Conſider likewiſe 1 John v. 19. We know that we art 
of God. How ? By the Spirit that he hath given us, Nay, 
hereby we know that he abideth in ud. And what ground 
have we either from ſcripture or reaſon, to exclude 


-the witneſs any more than the fruit of the ſpirit from 


being here intended? By this then alſo we know that 
we are of God, and in what ſenſe we are ſo. Whether 
we are babes, young men, or fathers, we know in 
the ſame manner. | | 

Not that I affirm, That all young men, or even fa- 


be 


theſe circumſtances therefore, a direct teftrmony that we 
are ſanctiſied is neceſſary in the higheſt degree, 


( 659 
be intermiſſions of the direct teſtimony that they are 


thus born of God. Put thoſe intermiſſions are fewer 
and ſhorter, as they grow up in Chriſt, And ſome 


have the teſtimony both of their juſtification and ſanc- 
tification, without any intermiſſion at all: which 1 


reſume more might have, did they walk humbly 
and cloſely with God: 225 33 

0. 20. May not ſome of theſe have. a teſtimony 
from the Spirit, that they ſhall not finally fall from 


| God? 


A. They may. And this perſuaſion, that. neither life 
nor death fhall ſeparate them from Him, far from being 
hurtful, may in ſome circumſtances be extremely uſe- 
ful, Theſe therefore we ſhould in no wile prieve, . 
but earneſtly incourage them, to hold the beginning of 
their confedence ſtedfaſt to the enn. 

0. 21. But have any a teſtimony from the Spirit, 
that they ſhall never fin ?* 33 

A. We know not what God may vouch ſafe to ſome 
particular perſons. But we do not find any general ſtate 
deſcribed in ſcripture, from which a man cannot draw 


back to ſin. If there were any ſtate. wherein this was 


impoſlible, it would be that of thoſe who. are fanctiſied, 
who are Fathers in Chriſt, who. rejoice evermare, pray 
without ceaſing, and in every thing give thanks, But it 
is not impoſſible for theſe io draw back. They who + 
are ſan&fied, may yet fall and periſh, Heb, x. 29. Even : - 
Fathers in Chriſt, need that warning, Love not the world, 
1 John ii. 18. They who rejoice, pray, and give thanks 
wihout ceaſing, may nevertheleſs quench the Spirit, 1 The, 
v. 16. &c. Nay, even they who are ſealed unto the day 
4 1 may yet grieve the Holy Spirit of Cod, 
ph. v. go. „3% Ons 
Altho' therefore God may give ſuch a witnels to 
ſome particular perſons, yet it is not to be expected by 
Chriſtians in general, there being no ſcripture where- - 
on to ground ſuch an expeRation,  _ © "Ip 
. 22. By what fruit of the Spirit may we know that 
we are of God, even in the highelt ſenſe? int; 
A. By Loe, joy, peace always abiding ; by invariable 
long-ſuffering, patience, reſignation ; by gentleneſs, tri- 
umphing over all provocation; by goodnefs, « mildneſs, 
| 713 . 
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fweetneſs, tenderiiefs of ſpirit ; by fidelity, fimplicity, | 


fou; fincerity; by meekngſs, calmneſs, evennels of 


Ipirit ; by temperance, not only in food and ſleep, but 


in all things natural and ſpiritual. 
N. 23. But what great matter is there in this? Have 
we not all this when we are juſtified? . 


A. What! Total reſignation to the will of God, with. 


out any mixture of felf-will ? Gentlene/s, without any 


touch of anger, even the moment we are provoked ? 
Love to God, without the leaſt love to the creature, 
but in and for God, excluding all pride? Love to man, 
excluding all envy, all jealouſy, and raſh judging ? 
Meekneſs, keeping the whole foul inviolably calm? 
And temperance in all things? Deny that any ever 
came up to this, if you pleaſe : but do not fay all 
who are juſtified, do. | ; 

L. 24. But ſome who are newly juſtified do: what 


then will you ſay to theſe ?. 4 
A. If they really do, I will ſay, they are ſanQified, 
ſaved from fin in that moment: and that they never 
need loſe what God has given, or feel fin any more, 


But certainly this is an exempt caſe, It is other. 
wiſe with the generality of thoſe that are juſtihed, 


They feel in themſelves, more or leſs, pride, anger, 


ſelf-will, and an heart bent to backſliding. And 'till 
they have gradually mortified theſe, they are not fully 
renewed in love. | 3 
2. 25. But is not this the caſe of all that are juſti 
fied? Do they not gradually die to fin and grow in 
grace, 'till at, or perhaps a little before death, God 
perfects them in love? | 


A. I believe this is the caſe of moſt, but not all. 


God ukually gives a conſiderable time, for men to re 


ceive light, to grow in grace, to do and ſuffer his wil 


be fore they are either juſtified or ſanftified. But he doe 
not invariably adhere to this, Sometimes he cuts ſion 
hiswork, He does the work of many years ina feu 
weeks: perhaps in a week, a day, an hour, He 
juſtifies, or fanftifies both thoſe who have done, or ſuf 
Jered nothing, and who have not had time for a gradual 
growth either in light or grace, And may he hy 10 
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what he wil! with his own ? Ts thine eye evil, beeauſe he is 
* need not therefore be affirmed over and over, 
and proved by forty texts of ſcripture, either that moſt 
men are perfefted in love at laſt, that there is a gradual 
| work of God in the ſoul; or that, generally ſpeaking, 
it is a long time, even many years, before fin is deſtroy- 
| ed, All this we know. But we know likewiſe, that 
Cod may, with man's good leave, cut ſhort his awork, in 
whatever degree he pleaſes, and do the uſual work 
of many years in a moment. He does ſo, in many 
inſtances. And yet there 1s a gradual work, both before 
and after that moment. So that one may affirm, the 
work is gradual; another, it is inſtantaneous, without 
any manner of contradiction. | 

2. 26. Does St. Paul mean any more by being 
feal:d with the Spirit, than being »enewed-in love ? 

A. Perhaps in one place, 2 Cor. i. 22. he does not 
mean ſo much, But in another, Eph, i. 13. he ſeems 
to include both the fruit and the witneſs; and'that in 
| a higher degree than we experience, even when we 
are firſt renemed in love, God fealeth us with the Spirit of 
promiſe, by giving us the full aſſurance of hope: ſuch 
a confidence of receiving all the promiſes of God, as 
excludes the poſſibility of doubting : with that Holy 
Shirt, by univerfal holineſs, ſtamping the whole 
image of God on our hearts. | 
| ©. 27. But how can thoſe who are thus ſcaled grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God ? a | 

A. St. Paul tells you very particularly, 1. By fuch 
converſation as is not profitable, not to the uſe of edifymg, 
not apt to miniſter grace to the hearers ; 2. By relapſing 
into bitterne/s or want of kindneſs ; g. By wrath, laſting 
diſpleaſure, or want of fender-heartedneſs ; 4. By anger, 
however foon it is over, want of inſtantly forgiving one 
another ; 5. By clamour or bawling, loud, harſh, rough 
ſpeaking ; 6. By evil heating, whiſpering, tale-bearing; 
needlefsly ' mentioning the fault of an abfent perſon, 
tho' in ever ſo ſoft a manner. | Es 

0. 28. What do you think of thoſe in London, who 
ſem to have been lately renewed in love? 

1 | | A. There 


*Y 
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4. There is ſomething very. peculiar in the exper. 
ence of the greater part of them. One would expeg, 
chat a belicver-ſhoald:firit be filled with love, and 
thereby emptied of fin: whereas theſe were emptiedof 
ſin firſt, and then filled with love. Perhaps it pleaſed 
God to work in this manner, to make his work more 
plain and undeniable ; and to diſtinguiſh it more 
clearly from that overflowing love, which is often 
felt even in a juſtified ſtate. „55 
It ſeems likewiſe moſt agreeable to the great pro- 
miſe, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. From all your filthineſs I will 
cleanſe you; a new heat alſo will give you, and a new 
ofprri will I put within you. _—_— 

But I do not think of them all alike : there is a wide 
difference between ſome of them and others. Ithink 
moſt of them. with whom I have ſpoken, have much 
faith, love, joy, and peace, Some of theſe I believe 
are renewed in love, and have the direct witneſs-of it: 
And they manifeſt the fruit above deſcribed, in all 
their words and actions, Now let any man call this 
what he will, It is what I call Perſectioon. 

But ſome who have much love, peace and joy, yet 
have not the direct witneſs. And others who think 
they have, are nevertheleſs manifeſtly wanting inthe. 
fruit. How many 1 will not ſay : perhaps on rea, 
perhaps more or fewer. But /me are undeniably. 
wanting, in long ſuſffering, Chriſtian reſignation. They: 
do not ſee the band of God in whatever occurs, and 
chearfully embrace it. They do not in every thing 
give thanks, and rejeice evermore. They are not 
happy : at leaſt; not always happy. For ſometimes 
they complain. They ſay, This or that is hard 7”? 

Some are wanting in gentleneſs, They reſiſt evil, in- 
ſtead of turning the other cheek. They do not receive 
reproach with gentleneſs; no, nor even reproof. Nay; 
they are notableto bear contradiction, without the ap- 
pearance, at leaſt, of reſentment. If they are re- 
proved, or contradicted, tho? mildly, they do not take 
it well, They behave with more diſtance and reſerve 18 
than they did before. If they are reproved or contra: bo F 
dicted harſhly, they anſwer it with barſhnels; wa 


» 
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bud voice, or with an angry tone, or in a ſharp and 
E furly manner. They fpeak fharply or roughly, wh 

they reprove others, and behave roughly to their in- 
feriols. a 5 5 . EY „ 
Some ara wanting in guodmſt. They are not kind, 
mild, ſweet, amiable, loſt, and: loving at all times, in 
their ſpirit, in their words, in their look, and air, in 
| the whole tenor of their behaviour z and that to all, 
high and low, rich and poor, without reſpe& of per - 
| ſons: particularly to them that are out of the way, to 
oppoſers, and to thoſe of their own houſhold. They 
do not long, Rudy, endeavour by every means, tu 
make all about them happy. They can ſee them un» 
ealy, and not be concerned: perhaps they make them 
ſo, And then wipe their mouths and ſay, Why, 
they deſerve it. It is their own fault.“ 5 | 

Some are wanting in fidelity, a nice regard to truth, 
ſimplicity, and godly fincerity. Their love is hardly 
without diſfemulation; fomething like guile is found in 
their mouth. To avoid roughneſs, they lean to the 
other extreme, They are ſmooth to an exceſs, fo as 


yet ſcarce to avoid a degree of fawning, or of ſeeming to 
unk mean what they do not. 15 X 
the Some are wanting in .mekneſ5, quietneſs of ſpirit, 
ten, compoſure, evenneſs of temper. They are up aud 
ably. don, ſometimes high, ſometimes low; their mind is 


hey not well balanced. Their affections are either not in 
and due proportion; they have too much of one, too lit- - 


ing le of another: or they are not duly mix d and tem- 
mat pered together, fo as to counterpoiſe each other. 
Ps Hence there is often a jar. Their ſoul is out of tune, 
pt and cannot make the true harmony. 557M 

2004 Some are wanting in temperance. They do not fted- 


dily uſe that kind and degree of food, which they 


eive 

Nay; now, or might know, would moſt conduce to the 

ap- health, ſtrength and vigour of the body. Or they are - 
_ not temperate in fleep: they do not rigorouſſy adhere 

3 to what is beſt both for body and mind. Otherwiſe 

erve they would conſtant go to bed and riſe early, and at 
tra- a fixt hour. Or they ſup late, which is neither good for 


dy, nor ſoul. Or they uſe neither faſting nor abſti- 
dence. Or they prefer (wbich is ſo many ſorts of in- 
| _ temperance) 
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temperance) that preaching; reading or converſation, 
Which gives them tranſient joy and comfort, before 


that which brings godly ſorrow, or inſt ruction in rights þ 
oufneſs. Such joy is not ſanctified. It doth not tend . 
to and terminate in the crucifixion of the heart. Such Ml © © 
faith doth not center in God, but rather in itſelf. 208 
So far all is plain. I believe you bave faith, and 1 f 
love, and joy, and peace. You who are particularly ry 5 
concerned, know each for yourſelf, that you are want hs 
ing in the reſpe& above-mentioned, You are wanting 5 
either in long-ſuffering, gentleneſs or goodneſs; either 10 
in fidelity, meek neſs or temperance, Let us not then, I pee 
on either hand, fight about words, In the thing ve ma 
clearly agree. IST | 5 the 
Jou have not what I call perfection. If others wil WF. 
call it ſo, they may, However hold faſt what y 
have, and earneſtly pray for what you have not. 5 
2. £9. Can thoſe who are perfect grow in grace ! 8 5 
A. Undoubtedly they can. And that not only whit - 
they are in the body, but to all eternity. 00 
Q. gd. Can they fall from it 35 5 
A. I am well aſſured they can. Matter of fact put of: 
this beyond diſpute. Formerly we thought, one ſavel Bl. 
from ſin, could not fall. Now, we know the con Wi on 
trary, We are ſurrounded with inſtances of those WW. 
who lately experienced all that I mean by perfection, "= 
They had boch the fruit of the ſpirit and the win and 
But they have now. loſt both. Neither does any one Bi . 
ſtand, by virtue of any thing that is implied in tt dab 
nature of the ſtate, There is no ſuch height or tr ba. 
of holineſs, as it is impoſſible to fall from, If there: 5 
any that cannot fa(l, this wholly depends on the pg you 
miſe and faithfulneſs of Gd. 1 8 1 nee 
Q. 31. Can thoſe who fall from this ſtale, recom ou 
. ws 3 b 

J. Why not? We have many inſtances of this il "A 
ſo, Nay, ii is an exceeding common thing, for perſon Wh 
to loſe it more than once, before they are eſtabliſhel I 
therein, „ pro 
It is there fore to guard them who are ſaved from i Do 
from every occaſion of ſtumbling, that I give! *s but 
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* 
0 


TH) 


don, i cerming the work uſelf, | 

fore lefteem this late work, to be of God: probably, 
ghte- the greateſt now upon earth. Yet like all others, this 
tend WY alſo is mixed with much human frailty, But theſe 
* weakneſſes are far leſs than might have been expeR- 


ed; and ought to have been joy fully borne by all that 


and loved and followed aſter righteouſneſs. That there have 

latly been a few weak, warm-headed men, is no reproach 

an: BS io the work itſelf, no juſt ground fer accufing a mull 

nting  titude of ſober-minded men, who are patterns of ſtrict 

voy holineſs. Yet (juſt: contrary to what ovght to have 
: 


been) the oppohtion'is great; the helps few.” Hereby 
many are hindered from feeking faith and holineſs by 
the falſe zeal of others: and ſome who at firſt began 


ng we 


ang 10 run well, are turned out of the Wey. 
* 2. 32. What is the firſt advice that you would - 
. 55 give them? 2 . bac N 
gar A. Watch and pray continually againſt pride. It 


God has caſt it out, fee that it enter no more: it is full 
as dangerous as defire. Aud you may ſlide back into 
it unaweres: eſpecially if you think there is no danger 
of it,“ Nay, but I aſcribe all I have to God.“ So you 
may, and be proud nevertheleſs. For it is pride; not 
$ only to aſcribe any thing we have to ourſelves, but 


& puts 
e ſaved 
ne con- 


F. — to think we have what we really have not. Mr. 
5 L— for inſtance, aſexibed all the light he had to God, 
| ny. one and fo far he was humble. But then he thought he 
1 in the hed more light than any man living. And this Was pal- 


[pable pride. So aſcribe all the knowledge you 
have 10 God ; and in this reſpect you ate humble, But 
af you think you have more than you really have: or if 
You think youreado taught of Cod, as no-longer to 
need man's teaching, pride lieth at the door. Yes, 
you have need to he taught, not only by Mr. M——d, 


r ſtrengl 
there he 
the pl 


record 


Wy. by one another, by Mr. M Foo ao e 

f this al weak tO Het. I, VT me but by the 
ſons akeſt preacher in London e yea, by all men. For 

pen Cod ſendeth by whom he 5 1 56M 


abliſhe Di q W N : 3 8 . 'S 

N ae there fofeſi to any who would adviſe or re- 

ng you, *.Youg re blind : you-cannol teach wire 
o not ſay, This is your anſdom your carnal ren: 


patcalmly weigh the thipg before Cod. 
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much light. Theſe do not always go together. -A; 


| that irrecoverably. No: Dominion is not founded i a 


672) 


Always WE much grace does not 1mply 


there may be much light Where there is little love, ſ 
there may be much love where there is little light, | 


The heart has more heat than the eye; yet it cannot | 


ſee. And God has wiſely tempered the members of 
the body together, that none may ſay to ebe, 41 fe 
have no need of thee.” | 

Toi imaginenone can teach you, but an who are 
themſelves ſaved from ſin, is a very great and-danger. 
ous miſtake. Give not place to it for a moment, 1 
would lead you into a thouſand other miſtakes, and 


grace, as the madmen of the laſt age talked. Obey and 
regard them that are over you in the Lord, and do nd 
think, you know better than them, Know their 
place, and your own : always remembering, Much 
love does not imply much light. 

The not obſerving this has led ſome into many mis 
takes, and into the appearance, at leaſt, of pride. 0 
beware of the appearance andthe thing. Let therek 
in you that lowly mind which was in Chryft Fefus, And 
xt lik ewiſe gloathed with humility. Let it not only fill 
but cover you all over Let modeſty and elf. 45 
dence appear in all your words and actions. Let il 
vou ſpeak and do ſhew that you are liitle, and u 
and mean, and vile is your own eyes. 

As one inſtanee of: this, be always ready n an 


Fault you have been in. If youhave. at any tim f. 
thought, ſpoke or ated Janne nat backward u 5; 
acknowledge it. Never dr this will hurt it the 
Cauſe of God: no, it will oe it. Be therefo ©. 
pen and frank. when you are eich any thug «... 
do not deck. either to evade or dilgutfe it. But let 1g 
appear juſt as it is, and you: willthereby not hind ak 
Sox adorn the golpel.  -- 10 f 
L. 33. What is the ſecond adwige which you wor 0 
giv e them ? | to f 
A. Beware of that Aaugsbes pride, eig 121 
O keep at the utmoſt diſtance mi it: give no pen en 
to an beated imagination. Do not haſtily aſoribe fig keel 
to God. Do nat — ſuppoſe dase, voices, Wl. 
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preffions, viſtonsor revelations to be from God. They 
ve, ſo may be from him They may be fromnqmue. Th 
light, may be from the devil. Th re believe not euern 
nnot irt, but try-the ſpirits zohether they. he of Cod. Try alt 
ers of things bythe written word, and let all bow. dgwnbe- 
r, 1 fore it; Vou are in danger of enthuliaim every _— 
if you depart ever ſo little from ſoripture: yea,jorfr 

10 are the plain literal meaning of any text, taken in eon- 
anget: nexion. with the context. And ſo yoware/ifyoude> 
n. | ſeiſe or lightly eſteem reaſon, knowledge or human 
8, and learning: every one of which is an encellent gift 
ade u God, and may ſerve the nobleſt purpoſes. 

| adviſeyou, never to ule the words, wjdom, reaſons 
do no or knowledge, by way of reproach. On the contrary; 
v thei pray that you yourſelf may abound in them mot and 
more. If you mean wordly wiſdom; aeg bu, d 
falſe reaſoning, ſay ſo: and throw away the thaſh: 


ny mil. not the wheat. 2: HI 507 nene ON READS i ente 
ide. 0 One general inlet to enthuſiaſm is, -exxpeRtingtle = 
theres BF end without the means; the expecting knowledee, 
And i for inſtance, without ſearching the ſeriptures aun 
uly fh confulting the children of God : the expening ſpri 
ldi val ſtrepgth without conſtant,,prayery/ und ſteddy 
Let ug vatchfulneſs: the .expetting any bleſſing without 


hearing the word of God ateve io, ods 

8 have been ignorant of ckis dees ef Satan. 
They have left off ſeafching theicfe ripturez>wPhey 
faid, God writes all the ſcriptare n V heart. 
Therefore Ihave no need to read it.“ Others thought, 
they had not ſo much need of hearing, and To grew 
lack in attending the morning preaching! O take 
warning, you who are concerned herein. You have 
liſtened to the voice of a ſtranger. Fly back to Chriſti 
and k eop in the good old way; which was oncedetivertd 


mony of, That the Chriſtians roſe eatly. every da 
to ling hymns to Ohriſt as O.. 
The very deſire of growing in grace may ſometimes be 
wo inet of <nthaſ Um. As it continually leads us to 
Keie neu grace, it may lead us unawares, to ſeek 
bnething elſe new, he ſide new degrees of love toi G 
Fd man, 80 it has — 


to the ſaintu the way that even an Heathen bore teſtu 
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4. the loving God with all our mind, 2. with all our 
foul, g. wich all our ſtrength, 4. oneneſs with God, s, 
oneneſs with Chriſt, 6. having our life hid with Chrif 
in God, 7. being dead with Chriſt, 8.rifing with him, 
ow ſuting with him in heavenly places, 10. the 

ng taken up into his throne, 11. the being in the 
new Jeruſalem, 12. the ſeeing the tabernacle of God 
come down among men, 1g. ihe being dead to all 
works, 14. the not being liable 'to death, pain, ot 
grief, or temptation. 2 En” 
One 8 many of theſe miſtakes is, the taking 
every freſh, ſtrong application of any of theſe ſcrip. 
tures to the heart, to be agiſt of a nem lind: not knowing 


that ſeveral of theſe ſcriptures are not fulfilled yet; 
that moſt of the others are fulfilled when we arejul- 


niked:; Ahe reſt, the moment we are ſanctified. It re. 
mains only, to experience them in higher degrees. This 
,-:Anetber ground of theſe, and a thouſand miſtake; 


giſt of God, humble, gentle, patient love: that all 
vitons, zevelations,: manifeſtations whatever, are 
Jittle things.compared io love: and that all the giſt 
above: mentioned are either the ſame with, or infinite 


* 


W inſerior to it. 


It were well you- ſhould be 1 Ty aghly-ſenſible al 


this; The heaven of heavens is love. There is 
nothing higher in religion : there is, in effect, nothing 
elſe : if you look ſor any thing but more love, you are 
Jooking wide of the mark, you are getting out of the 
royal way. And when you are aſking: others, have 
you received this or that bleſſing? If you mean any 


thing but more love, you mean wrong; you are | 
ing them out of the way, and putting them upon a 


falſe ſcent. Settle it then in your heart, that from the 
moment God has ſaved you from all fin, you ares 
aim at nothing more, but more of that love deſcribed 
an the thirteenth of the Corinthians. Y.ou can gon 
Higher than this, till you are carried into Abrakens 
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have been full.“ 


Gers) 
J fay yet again, beware of enthuſiaſin, Such is, the 
„5 have the giſt of propheſying, or of de 
cermng of ſpirits, which I do not believe one of you 
has; no, nor ever had yet. Beware of judging peo- 
ple to be either right or wrong, by your own feelings. 
This is no ſcriptural way of judging. O keep cloſe to 
the law and to the teſtimon ! _ FF 
0. 04. 1! re 
A. Beware of Antinomianiſm, making void the law, or 


ol 


any part of it thro* faith, Enthuſiaſm naturally leads 


fo this: indeed they can ſcarce be ſeparated. This 
may ſteal upon you in a thouſand forms, io that you 
cannot be too watchful. againſt it. Take heed of every 
thing, whether in principle or praftice, which has any 

tendeney thereto. . Even that great truth, that Chriſt 
is the end of the law, may betray us into it, if we do 
not conſider, that he has adopted every point of the 
moral law, and grafted into it the law of love. Be- 
ware of thinking, “ becauſe 1 am filled with love, I 
need not have ſo much holineſs. Becauſe I pray abyays, 
therefore I need no jet time for private prayer: berauſe 
I watch always, therefore I need no particular ſelf- 
examination,” Let us magnify the law, the whole 
written word, and make it honourabe. Let this be our 
voice, J prize thy commandments. above gold or precious 
ones. O what love have I unto thy law. All the day long 
x my fludy in it / Beware of Antinomian books : parti- 
cularly the works of Dr, Criſp, and Mr. Saltmarjh, 
They contain many excellent things, And this makes 
them the more dangerous. O be warned in time! Do 
not play. with fire: do not put your hand on the 
hole of a cockatrice den! I intreat you, beware of , 
Bigotry. Let not your love orbeneficence be confined, 
to Methodiſt (fo called) only; much. leſs to that very 
ſmall part of them, who ſeem to be renewed in love: 
or to thoſe who believe your's and their report: O 
make not this your Shibboleth, Beware Char ca 
ing, in a wrong ſenſe, from your own works. To men- 

ton one inſtance out of many, 4 You have received, 
lays one, a great bleſſing. But you began to talk of 
it, and to do this and that. So you loſt it. Yougſhould 


- Bu Beware 
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* Beware of ſehf. indulgence: yea,” and making à virtue. 
of it, laughing at felf denial; and taking up the croſs daily, 

at fafting or abſtinence. Beware o cenſoriouſneſs ; 

thinking 'or calling them that any ways oppoſe you, 
whether in judgment or practice, blind, dead, fallen, or 

enemies to thewotk.” Otice more, beware of &. 
bfatamſm crying nothing but “ believe, believe: 

and condemning thoſe as ignorant or legal, who ſpeak 

in a more ſcriptural way, At certain ſeaſons indeed, 
it may be right to treat of nothing but repentance, or 

merely of faith, or altogether of holineſs: but in ge- 

neral our call is, to declare the whole counſel of God, 

und to propheſy according to the we, © cg "Faith, 

The written word treats of the whole, and every! par. 
ticular branch of righteoufneſs, defending to its mi. 
nuteſt branches, as to be ſober, courteous, diligent, 
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+) patient, to honour all men, So likewiſe the Holy 
„ pirit works the ſame in our hearts, not merely cre- 
1 . ee after holineſs in general, but ſtrongly in · 
| iN clnrhg us to every particular grace, leading us to 2 ä 7 
4 individual part of what/oever is lovely. And this with a 
„ the greateſt propriety ; for as by works faith ts made per- 5 
. Feli, to the compleating or deftroying the work of 
+} if fanh, and enjoying the favour, or 32 the dil. 
1 pleaſure of God, greatly depends on every ſingle act 
of obedience or diſobedience. * a” 
0. 35. What is the fourth ? 
"x 8 of fins of omifion : loſe no opportunity of 
doing good in any kind, Be zealous of god6d wotks: 0 
willingly omit no work, either of piety or mercy. Do 1 
all the good you poilibly can to the bodies and fouls # 
of men. Particularly, thou halt in any wie reprove thy i 
neighbour, and not ſuffer fin upon fim. Be active. Give n 
no place to indolence or floth: give no occaſion to k 
ſay, Ye are idle, ye are idle.” Many will ſay ſo till; of 
| but let your whole ſpirit and behaviour refute the 1 
flan der. Be always employed: lofe no ſhred of time: tþ 
gather up the fragmenis, that none be loſt, And whatlo- a] 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. Bs to 


flow to ſpeak, and wary in ſpeaking. In a multitude of 
words there wanteth not fin, Do not talk much: mel 10 
ther long at a time. Few can converſe profitable 
: | | above 


4 
above an hour. Keep at the utmoſt diſtance from 
pious chit- chat, from religious goſſipp ing. 
0. 36. What us teffngn ! nt fr gibt 
4. Beware of defiring any thing but God. Now you 
| defire nothing elſe. Every other defire is driven out: 
ſee that none enter again. Keep thyſelf pure, let your 
ge remain fingle, and your whole body ſhall be full of light. 
Admit no deſire of pleaſing food, or any other plea- 
ſure of ſenſe : no delire of pleaſing the eye, or the 

imagination, by any thing grand, or new, or beautiful: 
no deſire of money, of praiſe, or eſteem; of happineſs 
in any creature, You may bring theſe deſires back; but 
you need not; you need feel them no more. O ſtand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
fiee. | | e | 

Be patterns to all, of denying yourſelves,. and tak- 
ing up your croſs daily. Let them ſee that you make 
no account of any pleaſure, which does not bring 
you nearer to God ; nor regard any pain which does: 
hat you ſimply aim at pleaſing him, whether by doing. 

or ſuffering: that the conſtant language of your heart, 
with regard to pleaſure or pain, hongur or diſhonour, 
riches or poverty, is, +; 


A 


All's alike to me, ſo I | 
In my Lord may live and die l. 


Q. 37. What is the fixth ? 5 EO 

A. Bewate of ſchiſin, of making a rent in the chureh 
of Chriſt, That inward diſunion, the members ceaſ- 
ing to have a reciprocal love one for another, (1 Cor. xii. 
25. is the very. root of all contention, and every out- 
ward. ſeparation. Beware of every thing tendipg. 

thereto, Beware of a dividing fpirit : ſhun whatever 
has the leaſt aſpe&' that way. Therefore ſay not, I am 
& Paul, or of Apollos : the very thing which-occaſioned: 
the ſchiſm at Corinth, Say not, This is my; prescher - 
the &/t-preacher-in England. Give me him, anditake - 
all thereſt,” All chis tends io breed or fomentdivifion,. 
to diſunite thoſe whom God hath; joined. Do not ex- 
pell, or run down any preacher, Bo not exaltangione 
above thereſt, _—— nd * | 
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God, On the other hand do not bear hard upon an 
by ie aſon of ſome incoherency ar inaccuracy of &. 
re ſſion: no, nor for ſome miſtakes, were they really 


Sch 


Likewiſe if you would.avoid ſchiſm, obſerve:even 
rule of the ſaciety, and of the bands, for confcience fake, 


Never omit meeting your claſs or band; neverablent 


vourſelf from any public meeting. Theſe are ile 
very ſtnews of our ſociety: and whatever weaken, 
or tends to weaken our regard for the ſe, or our ena 
neſcs in attending them, ſtiikes at the very root of cui 
community. As one faith, That part of oureconomy, 
the private weekly meetings for prayer, examination, 
and particular exhortation, has been the greateſt mea 
of deepening and confirming every bleſſing, that n 


received by the word preached, and of diffuſing it to 


others, Who could not attend the public miniſtry ; 
whereas, without this religious connexion and inter 
courſe, the moſt ardent attempts by mere preachiig 
Have proved of no laſting uſe.” "260 
Suffer not one thought of ſeparating ſrom your bie- 
thren, whether their opinions agree with your's or noi 
Do not dream, that any man fins, in not believing 
in not taking your word or that this or that opinion, 1 
eſſential to the work, and both mutt land or fall to 
gether. Beware of impatience of contradiftien. Do not 
condemn or think hardly of thoſe, who cannot feejuk 
as you ſee, or who judge it their duty to contradit 
you, whether in a great thing or. a ſmall. I fear ſome 
of us have thought hardly of others, merely beeavſe 
hey contradicted what we affirmed. All this tends 
t diviſton. And by every thing of this kind, weate 
-teathingthem an evil ſeſſon againſt ourſely-es. 
O beware of touchineſs, of teſtine fe nbt beariapto 
"be ſpoken to; ſtarting at the leaſt word and flymg 


from thoſe who do not implieitly receive mine or nn 


' theys ſayings! | of n „ ue 

- Expe& contradiction and oppoſition, together vil 
eroſſes of various kinds. Conſider the words of. 
Paul, To vou it ici given in the behalf of Chriſt for by 
2 iſe; as a fruit of his death and interceſfion Far yol, 
HP WIR #/o tofuffer:fon his Jake; Phil. i 4 
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Will you not rather ſay, 


meet with from her.“ | 


| 


T7299) 5 
it is a freſh token of his love. And ail yow :diſewn 
the giver? Orſpurn-ms git, a nd count it 2 misfortune? 
„Father, the hour is come, 


that thou ſhouldeſt be glorified, Now thou giveſt thy | 


child, to ſuffer ſomething for the. Do with me ae- 


cording to thy will.” Know that theſe things, - far 


fram being-bindrances to the. work of God, orto-your. * 


ſoul, unleſs by your own fault, are not only unavoid- 


» 


able in the courle of providence, but profitable, yea 


| . neceſſary ſor you. Thereſore receive them rom God 
not from chance) with-willingnefs, with thankfulneſs. 
Receive them. from men with humility, meeknels, 


yieldin gneſs, gentleneſe, ſweetneſs. Why ſhould not 
even your outward appearance and manner, be ſoft f 
Remember the character of Lady Cutts : it was faid 
of the Roman Emperor, Titus, never any one came 
diſpleaſed from.“ But it might be ſaid of he r, never any 
one went-d;/pteaſed to her. So ſecure were all, of the 
kind and favourable reception, which they, would 
Beware of tempting, others to ſeparate from you. 
Give no offences which can. poſlibly. be avoided # fee 
that your practice be in all things ſuitable to your pro- 


feſſion, adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour. 


Be particularly careful in ſpeaking of yourſelf: ye 
may not indeed deny the work of God +but fpedl Uf | 


it, when you are called thereto, in the maſt:i noffenſi ve 
manner poſſible. Avoid all magnificent pompoù Dons 


words, Indeed you need give it no general vame. 
Neither “perfection, ſanctification, theiſecond bleſ- 


bung, nor the having attained.“ Rather ſpeab of the 


particulars, which God has wrought for you. You 
may ſay, At ſuch a time I felt a ebange which I] am 
not able to expreſs. And fince that time have net 
ſolt pride; ordelF-willor anger, or unbelief: no any 
"thing but a fullneſs of love, to God and to all man- 
kind.“ And anſwer any other plain queſtion that is 
aſked, with modeſty and ſimplicity... yy. 
And if any of you ſhould at any time fall uam what 
'you now are, if you ſhould again feekpridggrunbe. 
lief, or any temper from vhich you ara nom delivered; 
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do not deny, do not hide, do not diſguiſe" it at all, x 
the peril. of your ſoul. At all events go to one in 
whom you can confide, and ſpeak juſt what you feel. 
God will enable him to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, which 
mall be health to your ſoul, ' And ſurely. he will again 
lift up your head, and cauſe the bones that have been 
broken to rejoice. "140 27 ei e 
L. 38. What is, the laſt advice that you would give 
them? ; | : | | 
A. Be exemplary in alt things: particulary in outwaxd 
things (as in dre) in liitle things, in the laying out of 
your money, (avoidingevery needleſs expence) in deep, 
Reddy ſericuſne s, and in the ſolidity and-u/efulne/s of all 
your converjaizon. So ſhall you be a {:ght ſhining in a 
darſ place: So ſhall you daily grow in grace, till an en- 
erance be miniſtered unto you abundantly, into the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord | Feſus Chriſt. | 
Moſtof the preccediengadvices are ſtrongly. inforc. 
ed in the following reflections: which I recommend 
to your deep and frequent gonſideration, next to the 
holy ſcriptures. | 
1. The ſea is an excellent figure of: the: fullneſs of 
God, and that of the blefſed Spirit. For as the ri- 
vers all return into ths:ſea; ſo the bodies, the fouls, | 
and the good works of the righteous, return into God, 
to lixe there ih his eternal repoſe. rt el 
Auho' all the graces of God depend on his mere 
bounty, yet is he pleaſed generally. to attach them to 
the prayers, the inſtructions, andthe holineſs of thaſe 
with whem we are. By: ſtrong tho? inviſible a> 
tractions he draws ſome ſouls thro! their intercourſe: 
With others. 3 i 
I! be ſym pathies ſormed by grace far ſurpaſs thoſe 
;formediby mature... ĩi7;cůñ of ole alt 
The truly devout. ſhew that paſſions- as naurally 
o from ttue as from falle Love, ſo deeply ſenſible 
are they oſ the goods and evils of thoſe - whom they 
love for God's ſake. But this can.-only: be: compie- 
hended by thoſe who underſtand the language of love. 
The bottom of the ſoul may be in repoſe, een 
while we are in many outward troubles; e 


Ws. 
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; 8 3 138 ES, 
al at bottom of the ſea is calm, while the furface is ſtrpngly 
itated. 3 N 1 n 1 | 51 * 4 6 i 
2. The beſt helps to growth e ee - 
1 the affronts, and the ſoſſes which befal us. We ffoüld 
"gun BY eceive them with all thankfulnets, as preferahle to. 


0 my 2 . 3 £2? 2 
all others, were it only on this account, that our will 


* = — CY 


* 


HE; has no part therein, hag hone ee "10H 
810 The readieſt way to eſcape from our fufferings is, 
war 0 be willing they, ſhould endure as long as God 
— pleaſes, | | 20 FE 4 » - 1 l N | 
ah If we ſuffer perſecution and affliction in à right 
of manner, we attain a larger meaſure of conformity to 
i Chriſt, by a due improvement of one of theſe occafi- | 
an . ons, than we could have done merely by imitati 8 
lafti his mercy, in abundance of good wok . 
One of the greateſt. evidences of God's love td thoſe 
aforc. chat love him, is to ſend them afflitions-with\grace 
mend to bear them. | | -""Þ 


Even in great affli Qi ons, we ought to teſtif to God, 
that in receiving them from his hand, we sel plea- | 
lure in the midſt of the pain, from being afflicteg by. 


him who loves us, and whom we love. 
The readieſt way which God takes to draw a man- 
to himſelf, is to oli him in that he loves molt, and 
with good reaſon: and to cauſe this affliction to arile- 
from ſome good action done with a. ſingle eyes be- 
cauſe nothing can more clearly ſhew him the emptj-- 
neſs of what is moſt lovely and deſirable in the world. 
| 3+ True reſignation confiſts in a thorough 3 
W to the whole will of God; who wills and does all (e. 
| Cepting fin) which comes to pals in the world, In or- 
der to this we have only to embrace all events, good: 
and bad, as his will, | | 8 
In the greateſt afflictions which can befall the juſt, 
either from heaven or earth, they remain immovea-- 
ble in peace, and perfectly ſubmiſſive to God, by an 
inward, loving regard to him, uniting in one all the 
powers of their ſouls. MIC nr En TEN 
We ought quietly to ſuffer whatever befalls us, to- 
bear the defects of others and our own, to confeſs them 
to God in ſecret prayer, ar with groans which cannot 


(82 ) 

be uttered : bu t never to ſpeak a ſharp or peeviſh 
word, not to murmur or repine. ; 1 
Be throughly willing, that God ſhould treat you in 
the manner that pleaſes him. We are his lambs, and 
therefore ought to. be ready to ſuffer, even to the 
death, without complaining, - ++, 

We are to bear with thoſe we cannot amend, and 
to be content :vith offering them to God. This it 
true reſignation. And ſince he has borne our infirmi. 
ties, we may well bear thoſe of each other for his ſake, 
To abandon all, to ſtrip one's-felf of all, in order 
to ſeek and to follow Jeſus Chriſt, naked to Bethlehen, 
where he was born; naked to the hall were he wa 
ſcourged ;. and naked to Calvary, where, be died on 
the croſs, is ſo great a mercy, that neither the thing 
nor.the knowledge of it is given to any, but through 

4. There is no love of God without patience, and 
no patience without lowline/s and fweetnels of ſpirit, 
umi and patience are the ſureſt proof of the in- 
creaſe of love. 5 ts 36 b dt ne 
Humility alone unites patience with love, without 
which it is impoſſible to draw profit from ſuffering; 


* — 


or indeed to avoid complaint, eſpecially when vs 


think we have given no occaſion for what men male 
us ſuffer, „„ ; 

True humility is a kind of ſelf-annihilation ; and 
| this is the center of all virtueees. 
A ſoul, returned to God, ought to be attentive to 
every thing which is ſaid to him, on the head of fab 
vation, with a deſire to profit thereby. _ 25 
Of the fins which Gol has. pardoned, let nothing 
remain but a deeper humility in the heart, and“ 
ſtricter regulation in our words, in our actions, and in 
our ſufferings. . 5 311. 
-. 5. The bearing men, and ſuffering evils in mecin 
and ſilence, is the ſum of a Chriſtian liſe. | 


* 


1 


God is the firſt object of our love: its next office i 
to bear the defects of others. And we. ſhould beg 
the practice of this amidſt our own houſholxd. 

We ſhould chiefly exerciſe our love, towards then 


who moſt ſhock, either our way of thinking, or ou, 
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temper, OT Our knowledge, or the deſire we have that 
ethers ſhould be as virtuous,as we wiſh to be ourſelves. 


6. God hardly gives his ſpirit even to thoſe whom: 
he has eſtabliſhed in grace, if they do not pray for: 
it on all occaſions, not only once, but many times. 
God does nothing but in anſwer to prayer; and even 
they who have been converted to God, without pray» 
ing for it themſelves (which is exceeding rare) were 
not without the prayers of others. Every new vifto- | 
ry which a ſoul gains, is the effect of a new prayer. 
On every occaſion of uneaſineſs, we thould retue to 
prayer, that we may give place to the grace and light 
of God, and then form our reſolutions, without being 
in any pain about what ſucceſs they may have. 
In the greateſt temptations, a ſingle look 10 Chriſt, 
and the barely pronouncing his name, ſuffices to dver- 
come the wicked one, ſo it be done with confidence 
and calmneſs of ſpirit. _ „ 8 
God's command, to pray without ceaſing, is founded 
on the neceſſity we have of his grace, to preſerve, the 
life of God in the ſovl, which can no more ſubſiſt one 
moment without it, than the body can without air. 
Whether we think or ſpeak io God, whether we 
aft or ſuffer for him, all is prayer, when we have no o- 
iber obje@;han His love, and the deſire of pleaſinghim. 
All that a Chriſtian does, even in eating and ſlecp- 
mg, is prayer, when it is dane in ſimplicity, according 


to che arder of God, without either adding to, or di- 
miniſhing from it by his on choice. 2 


Prayer continues in the deſire of the heart, tho? the 
underſtanding be employed on outward things, | 
In ſouls filled with love, the defire to pleaſa God: 
18 a continual prayer. OX ft 133 5 
As the furious hate which the devil bears us, is 
termed the roaring. of the lion, ſo. our vehemem love 


we + + 


ine fruits of love, are the molt perfect prayers that 
can ſpring from it. * FORE Ow, on | 
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ſhall we begin in this fleeling fe, e God a3 Ve 


nothing, PR OSes RIEL temp! 
ations; | 


{84 } : 


4 


7. Tt is ſcarce conceivable how  firar ht de d 
-whetein-God:leads them that follow him: and how 
dependent on him we muſt be, unless we zre wan. 
ting in our faithfulneſs to him. , a 

It is hardly. credible of how great conferilte bes 
fore God, the ſmalleſt things are; and what great in. 


tobe light faults, 

As a very little duſt will diforder a clock; atid thi 
leaſt ſand will obſcure our fight, ſo the leaſt grain df 
ſin, which is upon the heart, ill hinder 1s richt wo. 
tion towards God. 

We ought to be in the churet 4 as the faitits ate it 
heaven, and in the houſe as the holieſt men ere in the 
church: doing our work in the houſe as we pray in 
the church, pe God from the groung of 
the heart. | 

We ſhould be continually labouring to cur ei all 
the uſeleſs things that ſurround us. And God uſually 
Tetfenches the ſuperfluities of our ſouls, in the fant 
ortion as we do thoſe of our bodies. 
he beſt means of reſiſting the devil is, to deſtroy 
what-everot the world remains in us, in order to raiſe 
for God upon its ruins, a building all ef lave. Then 


hall love him in eternity 

We ſcarce conceive, how eaſy it th to ved Cod bf 
his due, in our friendſhip with the moſt virtuous per. 
ſons, until they are torn from us by death. But if 
this l6ſs produce laſting ſorrow, that is a clear prboß 
that we had before two: treaſures, berween which we 
divided our heart. . 

8. If after having renounced all, we do net untl 
ineeſfantly and befeech God to accompany bur vg. 
lance with his, we ſhall be again intangled and er 
come, 

As the moſt. dangerous winds may enter at Tile 
openings, ſo the devil never enters more dangerouſly, 
than by littte-unobſerved incidents, which ſeem'to b8 
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Cod upon his holy mountain. 


bave in the converſion of other ſouls. - Yet one mayer: 
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humble thankſgiving. And this for three reaſons, 1h, 


and the good works we have done, to draw. from hin 


And it is only what they had of earthly and mori 


; 686) 
in all the outward works, whereof it is capable. J 
flies as it were, like Elijal over the plain, to; find 


God is fo great, that he communicates greatneſs g 
the leaſt thing that is done for his ſervice. ' |} 
Happy are they who are ſick ; yea, or loſe theirlife, 
for having done a good work. 


* 


God frequently conceals the part which his children 


boldly ſay, that perfor who: long groans before hin the 
for the converlion of another, whenever that ſoul. h (ee 
converted to God, is one of the chief cauſes of it. the 

Charity cannot be practiſed right, unleſs, firſt, we 
exerciſe-1t the moment God gives the occahon ; and, 
ſecondly, retire the inſtant after, to offer it to Godly 


torender tohim what we have received from him; the 
2d, To avoid the dangerous temptation, which ſpring 
ſrom the very goodneſs of theſe works; and the gd, 
To unite ourſelves to God, in whom the ſoul expand 
itſelf in prayer, with all the graces we have received, 


new ſtrength agair:{t the bad effects which thele ver 
works may produce in us, if we do nat make uſed 
the antidotes, which God has ordained againſt thele 
poiſons. The true means to be filled anew. with the 
riches of grace, is thus to {trip ourſelves of it: and 
without this, it is extremely difficult, not to grow 
faint in the practice of good works. | | 
Good works do not receive their laſt perſeRion, il 
they, as it were, loſe themſelves in God, This 1s 1 
kind of death to them, reſembling that of our bodies 
which will not attain their highelt life, their immo 
tality, till they loſe themſelves in the glory of out 
ſouls, or rather of God, wherewith they ſhall be filled, 


which good works loſe by this ſpiritual death. 

Fire is the ſymbol of love: and the love of God i; 

the principle, and the end of ali our good works. But 
truth ſurpaſſes figure, and the fire of divine love half 

this advantage over malerial fire, that it can re- aſceni 

to its ſource, and raiſe thither with it, all the gou 
| . A — 


ce 


ble. It | | ( 87 | ) 0 ER 
to. findWwhich it produces. And by this means it prevents 

_ » Whheir being corrupted by pride, vanity, or any evil 
tneſs u mixture. But this cannot be done otherwiſe than by 

Mnikivg theſe good works in a ſpiritual manner die in 
2eir liſe God, by a deep gratitude, which plunges the ſoul in 

him as in an abyls, with all that it is, and all the 
hildren grace and works for which it is indebted to him: a 
ne may{ſſeratitude, whereby the ſoul ſeems to empty itſelf of 
YTe hin them, that they may return to their ſource, as rivers 
ſoul ih ſeem willing to empty themſelves, when they pour 
f it. themſelves with all their waters into the ſea. 
rlt, we When we have received any favour from God, we 
2 ; and, ought to retire, if not into our cioſets. into our hearts, 
God by Wand ſay, “ 1 come, Lord, to reſtore to thee what thou 
ons, 1, haſt given, and J freely relinquiſh it, to enter again 
im; the into my own nothingneſs. For what is the moſt per- 
\ ſpring ect creature in heaven or earth in thy preſence, but a 
the gd, void capable of being filled with thee and by thee, as 
expand the air which is void and dark, is capable of being 
ceived, flled with the light of the ſun? Grant therefore, O0 
om hin Lord, that I may never appropriate thy grace to myſelf, 
eſe very Hany more than the air appropriates to itſelf the light of 
e uſe of the ſun, who withdraws it every day to reſtore it the 
1{t theſe ext, there being nothing in the air that either ap- 
with the ropriaes his light, or reſiſts it. O give me the ſame fa- 
it: and eility of receiving and reſtoring thy grace and good 


0 grow works! I ſay, thine : for I acknowledge the root from 
| hich they ſpring, is in thee, and not in me.“ 
jon, i 26. In the year 1764, upon a review of the whole 


his is Pubject, I wrote down the ſum of what I had obſerv- 

bodies Ed, in the following ſhort propoſitions :*! . 

imma There is ſuch. a thing as perfeckion; for it is 

y of out Wz:in and again mentioned in ſcripture. ..' 

be fille 2. li is not ſo early as juſtification ; for. juſtified 

| mort, erſons are to go on to perfection, Heb. vi. 1. 3 

2 1b is not fo late as death; for St. Paul ſpeaks of 

God ing men that were perfect, Phil. iii. 14. 

8. But 4. 1! is not abſolute. Abſolute perfection belongs not 

love hu o man: nor to angels; but to God alone. 5 

e aſcen i 5. It does not make a man infallible: none is infal- 

the goal idle, while he remains in the body. 4858 
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fora term. It is ja/vation from fin. 5 


diviſible point, from being incapable of increaſe, thy 
than he did before. 


we have numerous inſtances. But we were not the. 


. behevers : none can deny this. 


are witneſſes of the perfection which I preach. 


-Pray and praiſe without cealing, 


giving up, either this or any other ſcriptural dann 


rh; TW). 
6. Is it Ane? It is not worth while to conten 


7. It is perfect love, 1 John iv. 18. This is the gad 
of it: its properties, or inſeparable fruits, are rejolcit 
evermore, praying without ceafing, and in every thing pinn 
thanks, 1 Thef. v. 16, &c. 2 2 1 

8. It is improveable, It is far from lying in an in 


one perfected in love, may grow in grace far ſwifia 
9. It is amifible, capable of being loſt ; of whid 


roughly convinced of this till ive or fix years ago, 
10. It is conſtantly both preceded and followed ij 
a gradual work, LIST 3 
11. But is it in itſelf inſtantaneous, or not ? Ine 
am'ning this, let us go on ſtep be ſtep. 
An mftantaneous-change has been wrought in ſom 


Since that change, they enjoy perfect love, They 
feel this and this alone. They rejoice evermore, pra 
without ceaſing, and in every thing give thanks. Nov 
this is all that | mean by perfection. Therefore thel 


Hut in ſome this change was not inſtantaneous. 
They did nut perceivethe inſtant whenit was wrougll 
It isoften difficult to perceive the inſtant when aum 
dies. Yet there is an inſtant in which lifeceaſes. Andi 

even {tn ceaſes, there muſt be a laſt moment of its ea 
Fence, and a firſt moment of our deliverance fromi 

Rut if they have this love now, they will loſe ity 

They may; but they need not. And whether they! 

or no, they have it now: they now-experience whi 
we teach. They now are all love. They now rejoin 


% However, ſin is only ſuſpended in them; it is m 

defiroyed.” Call it which you pleaſe. They are T 
love to day; and they take no thought for: the wi 

4 But ibis doctrine has been much abuſed.” * 
that of juſtification by ſaith. But that is no reaſon 
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that it is no more. than a copy-of their e. c, 
rom 


When you waſh your child, as one ſpeaks, throw | 
away the water, but do not throw away the child.“ 3 
But thoſe who think they are ſaved from fin, lay - 
they have, no need of the merits of Chriſt.” They I 
_ .fay juſt the contrary, Their language is, 


Every moment, Lord, I want 
The merit of thy death! 


viction of the need of Chriſt, in all his offices as they . E 


have now. | eee eee 
Therefore all our preachers ſhould make à point, 


of preaching he ſection to believers, conſtantly, ſtrongly ß 


and explicitly. 


And all believers mould und this one, thing, and 5 


continually agonize ſor it. | 


27. I have now done what I propoſed. 1 have given — 
a plain and ſimple account, of the manner Wherein ! 
-rſt received the doctrine of perfection, and the ſenſe 


wherein I received, and wherein 1 do receive and teach 
it to this day. I have declared the Whole, and every 
part of what I mean by that ſcriptural expreſſion. 


have drawn the picture of it at full lengib, without 
either diſguiſe or covering. And I would now aſkany 


impartial perſon, What is there ſo frightful therein? : 
Whence is all this outcry,which for theſe twenty years 
and upwards, has been made throughout the-kingdom; 
as if all Chriſtianity were deſtroyed, and all religion 
torn up by the roots? Why is it, thatthe very name of 
Perfection. has been caſt oui of the mouths of Chriſtians; 
yea, exploded andabhorred, as-if itcontained the moſt 
pernicious hereſy? Why have the preachers of it been 
hootedat, like mad dogs, even by men that fear God? 
Nay, and by ſome of their own children, ſome whom 


they, under God, had begotten thro? the. goſpel ? 


What reaſon is there for this? Or what pretence ? Rea- 
Jon, ſound rezſon there is none. It is impoſſible there 
ſhould : but pretences there are, and thoſe in great 
abundance, Indeed there is a ground to fear, that 
with ſome who treat us thus, it is mere pretence-: 
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| ſought occahon againſt me > and here they found what 
they fought. © This is Mr. Weſley's doftrine! He 


(90 ) 


from the beginning to the end. They wanted, they 


preaches perfection! He does: yet this is not his dot. 


trine, any more than'it is yours; or any one's elſe, 
tat is a miniſter of Chriſt. For it is his doctrine, pe- 


culiarly, emphatically His: it is the doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Thoſe are hte words, not mine, "Egg: 8 


INL WG 6 Heatre S 6 fv Toig Sgayoi; TEAM; Br bs Ye fall 


therefore be perfect, as your father who is in heaven is per. 
Feck. And who ſays, ye ſhall not? Or at leaſt, not till 
your ſoul is ſeparated from the body? It is the doctrine 
of St. Paul, the doctrine of St. James, of St. Peter, and 


St. John: and no otherwiſe Mr, Weſley's, than as it is 


the doctrine of every one who preaches the pure and 
the whole goſpel. I tell you, as plain as I can ſpeak, 
where and when I found this. I found it in the ora- 


cles of God, in the Old and New Teſtament :+ when [ 


read them with no other view or deſire but to ſave my 


. own ſoul. But whoſeſcever this doctrine is, I pray you 
what harm is there in it? Look at it again: ſurvey it 


on every fide, and that with the cloſeſt attention. In 
one view it is purity of intention, dedicating all the 
life to God. It is the giving God all our heart; it is 
one defire and deſign ruling all our tempers. It is the 


devoting, not a part, but all our ſoul, body, and ſub- 
ſtance to God. In another view, it is all the mind 


Which was fin Chriſt, enabling us to walk as Chriſt 


walked. It is the circumciſion of the heart from all 


filthineſs, all inward as well as outward pollution, It 


is a renewal of the heart in the whole image of God, 


the full likeneſs of him that created it. In yet anothet, 


i is the loving God with all our heart, and our neigh- 


bour as ourſelves. Now take it in whichof theſe views 


you pleaſe, (for there is no. material difference) and 
This is the whole and ſole perfection, as a train of 


writings prove to a demonſtration, which I have be- 
lieved and taught for theſe forty years, from the year 


1725 to the year 176g, 


28. Now let this perfection appear in its native form, 
and who can ſpeak one word againſt it? Will any dare 


to ſpeak againſt loving e Lord our God with all our 
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heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves ? Againſt a re- 
'newal: of heart, not only in part, but in the whole 


image of God ? Who is he that will open his mouth 


| againſt being cleanſed from all pollution both of fleſh | 


and ſpirit ? Or againſt having all the mind that was 
in Chriſt, and walking in all things as Chriſt walked?” 


What man, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, has the har- 
dineſs to object, to the devoting, not a part, but all - 
our ſoul, body and ſubſtance to God? What ſerious 


man would oppoſe the giving God all our heart, and 
the having one deſign ruling all our tempers ? I lay. 


again, let this perfection appear in its own ſhape, ane 
| who will fight againſt it? It muſt be diſguiſed, before 
it can be oppoſed. It muſt be covered with a bear- Kin 
firſt, or even the wild-beaſts of the people, will ſcarce 
be induced to worry.it, But whatever theſe do, let not 


the children of God any longer fight againſt theimage 


of God. Let not the members of Chriſt ſay any thang 
againſt having the whole mind that was in Chat, 
Let not thoſe who are alive to God appole the dedi- 
cating all our life to him. Why ſhould you, who have . © 
his love ſhed abroad in your heart, withſtand the giv-- 
ing him all your heart? Does not all that is within 


you cry out; * O hd that loves can love enough ?” 


him, ſhould have any other deſign ordeſire? much more 


that they ſhould dread, as a fatal deluſion, yea, abhor, . 
as an abomination to God, the having this one deſire 


and defign, ruling every temper! Why ſhould devout 


men be afraid of devoting all their ſoul, body and ſub= _ 
ſtance to God? Why ſhould thoſe who love Chriſt, - 


count it a damnable error, to think we may have all 


the mind that Was in bim? We allow, we contend,  » 
that we are juſtified freely, thro* the righteouſneſs and 
the blood of Chriſt. And why are you fo hot againſt _ 
ue, becauſe we expect likewiſe, to be fanctiſied wholly © 
thro' his ſpirit? We look for no favour either from 
the open ſervants of fin, or from thoſe who have only 


the form of religion. But how long will you, who 


worſhip God in ſpirit, who are circumciſed with. the cir. 

_ Cumciſion not made with hands, ſet your battle in array 

againſt thoſe, who ſeek an entire arcumcifion of heart, 
= SE who: 


*. 


What pity that thoſe who defire and deſign to pleaſe © 5 L 
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